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GROUND FLOOR
7 room late bath attach
SECOND FLOOR

4 room and 1 hall late bath attach
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Sengol: Interpreting History in the Making of History

Jharkhand Dekho
desk: Installation
of Sengol in the

Parliament is a history
written in the journey
of Indian Parliament.
The event also marks
our embracement to
a past to affirm values
of the present. This is
also a symbolic reaf-
firmation of the emo-
tional, cultural and po-
litical unity between
the south and the
north. But creation of
history is not without
any contestation. On
the one hand there
are claims and coun-
ter claims on the issue
of location of Sengol,
its name as a muse-
um exhibit, involve-
ment of Nehru, Rajaji
(C.Rajagapalachari)
and Mountbatten,
mode of journey by
the Adheenams, and
on the other there are
interpretations  and
alternative interpreta-
tions.

Kapil Sibal sees the
event as a mark of
re-establishing mon-
archy on the principle
of Diving Rights of the
King to rule. However,
the government
stresses on its integra-
tional value; considers
it as a mark of respect
to historical sense of
authority, power, sov-
ereignty and commit-
ment to justice. The
event aimed also to
give due importance
to Sengol as the na-
tional symbol owing to
its connection on the
eve of Independence.
In its new avatar, it is
a symbolic affirmation
of the rule of justice,
adherence to right-
eousness, definition
of power and author-
ity and commitment
to sovereignty in the
democratic system
of governance in our
country.

The above points and
counter points engage

our attention in two
opposing views. First,
a concept or practice
of the past brings the
essence of its meaning
when adopted in a dif-
ferent time. Second,
the old concept of tra-
dition can have new
meanings in changing
context. The second
argument automati-
cally nullifies the first
allegation and has
empirical foundation.
The word ‘democracy’
at the time of its ori-
gin excluded political
rights of women in
so called democratic
countries till women
enjoyed voting right.
Then democracy as
a government by
the people actually
meant government
by the men. However,
the connotation has
changed and democ-
racy is inclusive of
both men and women.
Use of the concept did
not carry over its ini-
tial meaning and prac-
tice. Recently, Kings
Charles was handed
two sceptres, small
one with a cross that
signifies ‘kingly pow-
er and justice’ and
the long one, known
as Rod of Equity and
Mercy, with dove sig-
nifying spiritual role of
the monarch, who is
traditionally believed
to hold religious sig-
nificance as a Divinely
appointed ruler.
Evidently, the tradition
continues but with
new meanings.

The historicity of
Sengol’s  connection
with  Nehru cannot
be questioned. Dainik
Bhaskar in its edi-
tion of 28 May, 2023
cites seven documen-
tary evidences. The
Hindu, in its 24 May,
2023 edition, pub-
lished a photo depict-
ing Sri Kumaraswamy
Thambiran, the priest
of Thiruvaduthurai

Adheenam, handing
over the Sengol to
Nehru. The Madras
edition of The Hindu,
29 August, 1947 cov-
ers the news of pres-
entation of Sengol
to Nehru at his resi-
dence, 17 York Road,
New Delhi in the night
of 14th August, 1947.
The event is also nar-
rated in Freedom at

Midnight, written
by Larry Collins and
Dominique Lapierre

in the chapter While
the World Slept un-
der the heading New
Delhi, 4 August 1947.
The connection held
a sense of sacredness
and power. It is main-
tained that the san-
yasins  /Adheenams
came with a five-
foot sceptre, a flask of
holy water from the
Tanjore River, a pouch
of sacred ash and a
pouch of boiled rice
which had been of-
fered at dawn at the
feet of Nataraja, the
dancing God, in his
temple in Madras with
a purpose to bestow
emblems of authority
on Nehru on the eve of
assuming leadership
of a modern Indian
nation. They sprinkled
Jawaharlal Nehru with
holy water, smeared
his forehead with sa-

cred ash, laid their
sceptre on his arms...

They came with boiled
rice from Madras. This
settles the debate on
their mode of travel,
by plane or train, for
boiled rice would be
spoilt by a long train
journey. At the time
of inauguration of
New Parliament, it
was spoken that the
sceptre was in Ananda
Bhaban as an exhibit
with the title Nehru’s
Golden Walking Stick.
A fact check by the
Wire contradicts it.
Fact check reveals that
the title of the exhibit
was Goldent Stick,
not Nehru’s Golden
Walking Stick and not
from Ananda Bhaban
but from Allahabad
Museum. In 1970,
Indira Gandhi donated
it to the nation which
was transformed into
a museum to show-
case the memorabilia
of the Nehru family.
In Allahabad Museum
also there are galleries
devoted to Jawaharlal
Nehru. The confusion
is natural, but not as
serious as calling the
sceptre as Golden
Stick. Is the debate
about the location of
the sceptre crucial or
the way it was put in
the museum? Is not it

an insult to the sense
of sacredness associ-
ated with the sceptre,
emotion of people
and sanyasins, and a
religious-cultural tra-
dition of the yore?

The media, politi-
cians and academics
highlight the trifles,
negativity and selec-
tive information; but
not the whole gamut
of it. Obviously, trifles

Vummidi Bangaru to
design  Sengol and
deputation of young-
er Adheenam to
Delhi. The younger
Adheenam was ac-
companied by oduvar
(devotional singers
in  Shaivite temple).
Mountbatten received
the Sengol and re-
turned it to Adheenam
who put Ganga wa-
ter on it and handed

mislead people’s per- over to Nehru.  She
ception. Historians claims that in 1978
and politicians of Kanchi Maha Swamy
the opposition camp narrated the story to
question association his disciples which
of Mountbatten and Mr. Subramanyam
Rajaji on the issue of has recorded in his
Sengol as narrated Theravaram.

by the BJP. Of course,
the duois not seen in
the photos available
so far. This is gives a
convenient logic to de-
nounce their associa-
tion; the logic is noth-
ing but a conjecture
to refute BJP’s claim
as they do not have
recoded evidence to
their support. BIJP’s
claim without docu-
mentary evidence is
also a conjecture, but
has a source in the
narration of Padma
Subrahmanyam,
PadmaBhushan (2003)
and an internationally
famous Bharat Natam
dancer, choreogra-
pher, Indologist and
author. She narrates
the episode of trans-
fer of power from the
British to the Indians
in a YouTube interview

Even if the opposition
or historians do not
believe in the narra-
tive, they have no sat-
isfactory answers to a
few questions. What
made the sanyasins to
come all the way from
Madars with sacred
objects and insignia
of authority? How did
the idea of handing
over the Chola royal
insignia to Nehru, who
was known for his ra-
tionality, come to the
mind of Adheenams?
Without such enquiry
the statement made
by opposition ques-
tioning the association
of Mountbatten and C.
Rajagopalachari is but
a conjecture, not his-
torical evidence.

Claim of the absence
of documentary evi-
dence by the opposi-

citing Theravaram  tionand citation of the
composed by Mr. narratives of Padma
Subramanyam. Subrahmanyam point

She narrates to a methodologi-
Mountbatten’s de- cal debate, docu-
sire. for a symbolic mentary versus oral
representation of sources; the latter

change of power; C.
Rajagopalachari’s
contact with Kanchi
Maha Swamy; contact
of Adheenams, the
Rajgurus of the Cholas
by Maha Swamy’s
instruction; commis-
sioning the family of

having derived con-
nection with the for-
mer. In addition, the
latter also holds that
C. Rajagopalachari
was from Tamil Nadu
and knew Chola tradi-
tion of power transfer.
Mountbatten was well

acquainted with the
tradition of coronation
and sceptre transfer in
British monarchy.

But Nehru was known
for his rational out-
look; he was main-
taining distance from
religious rituals. No
doubt, after receiving
Sengol, Nehru did not
give it its due place in
the corridor of power
or in the system of
governance. He might
have considered it
as memento to be
placed in the museum.
Otherwise, how come
it became an exhibit in
the museum?

Larry Collins and
Dominique Lapierre
have mentioned

Nehru’s rational tem-
perament in their
book. But at the same
time they have rea-
soned out his partici-
pation in the ritual in-
volving handing over
of Sengol, for he could
not ignore what he
dismissed as person
in his new role. From
his temperament, it
would not be illogical
to argue that he might
have entered into an
informal discussion
with Mountbatten and
C. Rajagopalachari,
but not have agreed
to make the ritual a
formal one. This jus-
tifies the ritual at his
residence with the
concerned mem-
bers in which it is but

natural that others
were absent. While
informal discussion

or the reason behind
organising the ritual
at his residence could
not be recorded, the
event of handing ap-
peared in the media
of the time. The gap is
filled up by oral sourc-
es as BJP claims with
reference to Padma
Subrasmanya’s narra-
tives and eyewitness
accounts. Vummidi
Ethirajulu (96) who

was 20 vyears old
in 1947 Vimmidi
Sudhakar (88), who
was 12 vyears then

were involved in the
making of the Sengol
and thus eye witness.
Their claim that im-
portant people visited
them at the time of
making the Sengol in-
dicated involvement
of people other than
Adheenam. Obviously,
the ritual was planned
with the involvement
of persons from Delhi.
Otherwise, such an
event could not have
got a sanction for in-
clusion on the eve of
freedom of the coun-
try if only Adheenam
people were involved.
They could have hand-
ed over the sceptre
some other time,
not at the junction
of transfer of power.

From the writings
of Larry Collins and
Dominique Lapierre

it is clear that the im-
portance of Sengol
underlies the notion
of ‘authority’ and thus
was befitting on the
occasion.

The historicity behind
Sengol was debated,
but it was the strong
will and clarity of
thought that turned
the debate to action,
thereby creating a his-
tory. Every debate en-
gages debating parties
on the basis of partial
knowledge; otherwise
there would have
been no debate. This
is a different thing
that people remain
bling to facts. The
point is that a debate
has no meaning un-
less it influences an
action either by ex-
ecuting or discarding.
Then a history is cre-
ated, for it is action,
not the contempla-
tion that propels the
engine of progress,
whether material or
mental.

(Rajiv Gandhi University, Rono Hills, Doimukh, Itanagar,Papum Pare District,Arunachal Pradesh-791112, Email: mcbeheral959@
gmail.com;The views expressed by the author are his own and in no way the Editor be held responsible for the them—Editor.)
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