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Whatis in a degree?

Professor M.C.Behera

Jharkhand dekho/
desk: Election ahead,
the political grape-

vines become active
in weaving the fab-
ric of allegations and
counter allegations.
In a country like India,
with elections to the
State Assembilies,
Councils, Parliament
and several local bod-
ies at various levels,
every month appears
as an election month.
That makes the po-
litical grapevine a
permanent organ of
democracy. And in
this era of globalisa-
tion Indian grapevine
does not hesitate
to outsource also!
Creativity in grapevine
often captures our im-
agination and think-
ing process to the
extent that nothing
beyond it looks logi-
cal. Allegations and
counter allegations,
sometimes though
very queer, are not
questioned. Even if
one questions it be-
comes too feeble to be
ever heard. Politicians
are so engaged in
feeding the grapevine

and so satisfied in the
process that nothing
but the sordid absurd-
ity appears to be real
national interest to
them. And they do
everything to make
the people believe in
it! Otherwise, they
could have come to-
gether to frame laws
for conducting all
elections at the same
time to save money
and time to be invest-
ed in real national de-
velopment.

Recently, the degree
of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is a
hot topic on grape-
vine.  Suppose, it
comes out that he has
no degree or he is il-
literate, would it make
any difference in the
way he works? Does
his speech, presenta-
tion of problems at na-
tional and internation-
al levels, dealing with
national and interna-
tional issues, building
up of international
relations or his under-
standing of the nation
require the stamp of
his degree in order to
be authentic? Over
and above, does na-
tion’s ignorance of his

degree and qualifica-
tions violate any con-
stitutional provisions?
Or, in general, does it
make one disqualifies
as a legislature, minis-
ter, CM or PM? There
are many good things
to do for the interest
of the nation than to
invest time in such tri-
fle matters like finding
the degree of a per-
son and if not found,
then to pin down the
person for a sadistic
pleasure. Can there be
anything more sordid

than this?
We often doubt
whether thought,

word and deed of a
person are in compli-
ance with the degree
it holds, because in-
stances  sometimes
prove contrary to
the theory. Human
quality, viz. thought,
word and deed, which
should uphold the dig-
nity of formal degrees,
shows very poor taste.
On one hand we have
persons of tallest de-
grees. Mani Shankar
Aiyar’s formal degrees
are beyond doubt. But
the words like chai
wala, nich he used
for the PM are not in
compliance with his
degrees. His thought
also betrayed his de-
grees when he sought
Pakistan’s help to
place the Congress in
power. So are also his
deeds, his closeness
with Kashmiri separa-
tists. It is claimed that
Rahul Gandhi has de-
grees from Cambridge
and Harvard. But his
idea of manufactur-
ing gold by using po-
tato as raw material
or measuring flour in
litres does not match
his degrees. Had it
been slip of tongue,
he could have cor-

rected himself instant-
ly. All the qualifica-
tions and degrees of
Dr. Manmohan Singh
could not help him to
deliver effectively as
a PM. His tenure was
marked by scandals!
On the other hand,
people without edu-
cation also worked
wonder. Emperor
Akbar was illiterate.
But his wisdom, ef-
ficiency, understand-
ing and quality of a
successful king were
unparalleled. If we
go back in history,
Kalidas, Aryabhat,
Bhaskaracharya and
several others did not
have formal degrees.
Thomas Alva Edison
did not even have for-
mal schooling. Their
contributions have
withstood the test of
time. Rabi (Rai) Das
was born blind and
so was Bhima Bhoi,
whose poems popu-
larised the Mahima
cult. His famous line,
‘Even if my life go to
hell, let the world
achieve salvation’
has found a place in
UNESCO. His thought
does not reflect his il-
literacy.

There are thousands
of examples where
persons without big
degrees made excel-
lent contributions.
Gurudev Rabindra
Nath Tagore did not
have any formal de-
gree. Can we under-
value his time tested
manifold creativity be-
cause he did not have
formal degrees? Had
his degrees been a
measure of quality
of his contributions,
perhaps he could not
have received Nobel
Award. Hare Krushna
Mhatab in Odisha
could not complete

his B.A. degree. But
he was a historian of
repute, an expert in
Jagannath cult; and
at the same time an
acclaimed journalist,
poet, writer, states-
man, political vision-
ary, sports man, musi-
cian, orator and what
not. His contributions
have no meaning if
valued in terms of his
formal education! He
is in fact the architect
of modern political
Odisha. Had a formal
degree been eligible
criterion for political
participation, then
Sonia Gandhi and
Priyanka Vadra could
not have reached the
position they hold,
and Rabri Devi in no
circumstance  could
have the CM. Tejaswi
Yadav and Teja Pratap
Yadav of Bihar could
not have dreamt of
becoming ministers.
J.P.Narayan with de-
grees from University
of Wiscon and Ohio
State University could
not become a min-
ister either in Bihar
or at Centre, but he
became Lok Nayak, a
public space denied to
many degree holder
politicians.

At the time of form-
ing first government
in Independent India,
B.R.Ambedkar had
attractive foreign de-
grees. In place of J.L.
Nehru he could have
become PM on the
basis of his degrees.
Pranab Mukherjee
could have become
PM also. In fact there
is no prescribed and
specific formal degree
as qualification for a
legislature, minister,
CM or PM. Thatis why
film actors, sportsper-
sons photographers,
who have only special-

ised skills, enter into
politics. Politics and
political position have
no correlation with
formal degrees.

Therefore, stupid-
ity and cunningness
seem working togeth-
er the mind of Arvin
Kejriwal when he is
engaged in finding the
degree of Narendra
Modi. The stupid-
ity has no boundary.
Not a surprise that
it infected Uddhav
Thackeray who has
the degree of photog-
raphy and had interest
in it. Interestingly, the
Court fined Kejriwal
for his stupidity, but a
jackal never parts with
his stupid cunning-
ness. Does Kejariwal’s
degree teach him to
distinguish  between
priority and triviality
in the interest of the
nation? Does it teach
him to mislead the
nation by diverting
it from his promises
of a corruption free
system? Ironically, his
ministers are in jail
and other members
of his party have alle-
gation of corruptions.
Surprisingly, his sys-
tem, which he prom-
ised to clean is im-
mersed in corruption!
Had his degree taught
him honesty and in-
tegrity, he would have
cleaned his system
once it was alleged.
Rather he shifts the
blame, but remains
blind to corruption in
his party and govern-
ment. It seems that
either he himself is
involved or does not
possess any ability to
understand and con-
trol his colleagues.
His degree does not
match his thought of
eradicating  corrup-
tion. Had that been

so, he would have
resigned on moral
ground, once his fail-
ure was noticed, like
Lal Bahadur Shastri,
who resigned conse-
guent upon a rail acci-
dent. And he was not
an |IT degree holder!
Commitment to pur-
pose and honesty in
thought don’t always
go with the degree;
rather it is the per-
sonality and educa-
tion (not degree) that
makes a person com-
mitted.

As we know freebies
damages national de-
velopment and social
harmony. Tax payers,
whose money is spent
on freebies, have
started resenting the
practice. Freebies do
not develop a sense of
self-dignity of the ben-
eficiaries. Importantly,
freebies, if one goes
to the villages, will
find rural producers
have been reduced
to lazy consumers.
When extra money
comes to the hands
of beneficiaries they
spend on liquor. With
no work, mind is not
idle; but it turns to be
a devil’s workshop. It
is quite evident if one
observes a village or
slum area. How come
IT degree could not
help Kejriwal, the pre-
sent Freebie King, ap-
preciating problems
embodied in freebies?
It is common place
knowledge that de-
gree makes one ma-
ture, descent, and
develops a sense of
self-dignity. It is not
hidden from pub-
lic how Kejriwal lies,
blames and apologis-
es. It should be men-
tioned that Narendra
Modi became PM by
not showing his degree,

but on the basis of
people’s choice in the

democracy. Is not the
demand for the degree
above people’s choice
an act of insulting pub-
lic and democracy. The
example shows that
there is no connection
between degree and
behaviour of a person.
Mamata Banerjee is an-
other example.

It reminds Juliet’s line
in Shakespeare’s Play
Romeo and Juliet that
‘what is in a name’,
spoken in1597. The es-
sence is that a rose with
another name would
also spread the same
smell. Quality of an in-
dividual similarly does
not come from his or
her degree, rather from
his/her internal refine-
ment and innate virtues
imbibed from posi-
tive informal system of
education. In politics
as we have seen from
the examples, certainly
there is no connection
of formal degree with
commitment to na-
tion, public and with
holding a position. It is
not formal degree; but
positive thought, word
and deed which should
be the required and
standard degree in pol-
itics. One who engages
to draw attention on
trifle matters is like the
sixth and seventh fools
of Tenali Ramakrishna,
whom the king had
asked to present sev-
en fools in the court.
While there are so
many productive and
compelling works to
do for public and na-
tion’s good, both who
spend time and money
in trifle things and who
orders to do so are
greater fools. Good
formal degree holders
should not be greater
fools in public eyes.

(Rajiv Gandhi University, Rono Hills, Doimukh, Itanagar,Papum Pare District,Arunachal Pradesh-791112, Email: mcbeheral959@
gmail.com;The views expressed by the author are his own and in no way the Editor be held responsible for the them—Editor.)
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