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modern India at different times and on various matters.”

® By-Jay Shree/Edited
by Dr.Dinesh Narayan
Verma(Retd.Prof)

Jharkhand Dekho/desk:
Bihar’s role in the history Of
India’s struggle for freedom
has been highly significant
and inspiring. No doubt
the verdict of Plassey(23rd
June, 1757) was in favour
of the English East India
company,but the rising su-
premacy was challenged in
the course of a few years,
first by Mir Kasim alone and
againin 1764 by a confedera-
cy of three allies. Admittedly
Bihar is the land of many
extraordinary people whose
works and contributions
have strongly influenced the
course of events of the histo-
ry of Bihar. Kunwar Singh at
the age of 80 revolted against
British India company dur-
ing India’s first war of inde-
pendence in 1857. Rajendra
Prasad who is the first presi-
dent of the Republic of India
was a key leader from Bihar
during salt Satyagrah of 1930
and the quit India move-
ment of 1942. Shree Krishna
Singh along with the nation-
alist Dr. Rajendra Prasad,
Anurag  Narayan  Singh
and Shri Babu is regarded
among the architectures of
Modern Bihar. Apart from
these, the unsung heroes
like Ghasita Khalifa, Ghulam
Abbas, Nandulal alias Sipahi,
Jumman, Kajil Khan,Ramani
Peer Bakhsh, Peer Ali, Wahid
Ali Ghulam, Ali Muhammad
Akbar and Asad Ali Khan
were the Freedom fighters
amongst whom as many as
thirteen were awarded rig-
orous imprisonment with
stakes and chains at trial.
Women of Bihar like Malti
Devi Chaudhary who was an
Indian civil rights and free-
dom activists also played a
decisive role in the National
movement. She was deeply
influenced by both, Tagore
and Mahatma  Gandhi.
She had organised the
‘Krusaka Andolan'(Framer's
Movement).As part of the
freedom struggle against the
zamindars and money lend-
ers who exploited the poor.
Maghfoor Ahmad Ajazi Was
also a political activist who
followed Gandhi and joined
in the Non Corporation
Movement in the year 1921.
Basawon Sinha was an activ-
ist in Indian Independence
movement and campaigner
for the rights of unprivi-
leged, industrial labours
and agricultural workers.
Another legendary women
Tarkeshwari Prasad Sinha
played an active role as
a student leader in Patna
Woman’s College, at the
age of 16,during the 1942
Quit India Movement. Dhruv
Kundu Joined Mahatma
Gandhi in 1942, in the Quit
India movement on August
11 1942.Bihar is the place of
the birth of many legendary
heroes who have contribut-
ed immensely in the struggle
of freedom against the colo-
nial rule.

Bihar is a land of many
extraordinary people whose
work and  contributions
have strongly influenced
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The Real Heroes of Bihar

“Bihar has fought many freedom battles from times immemorial,and has given a lead to

the course of events of the
history of Bihar. Nationalist,
writers, poets, artists, mu-
sicians, theatre artist, all
have their fair share of con-
tribution to the land. Kumar
Singh of Jagdishpur who was
at the age of 80 revolted
against British India com-
pany during India’s first war
of independence in 1857.
Rajendra Prasad was first
president of the Republic
of India and also was the
first president to have been
in the office twice. He was
key leader from Bihar during
Salt Satyagraha of 1930 and
the Quit India Movement
of 1942. Jagjivan Ram was
a leader of Dalit community
and founding member of the
All India Depressed Classes
League. Shree Krishna Singh
who was the first chief min-
ister of Bihar also known
as Shree Babu and Bihar
Kesari is regarded among
the Architectures of Modern
Bihar. He led the Dalit en-
try into Baidyanath Dham
Temple, Deoghar. a long
with them the nationalist
like Ghasita Khalifa, Ghulam
Abbas, Nandulal Alias Sipahi,
Peer Baksh, Madhuva Kajil
Khan,Ramezani,Ghulam Ali
Mahmood Akbar and Asrar
Ali Khan were the unsung
heroes who played a sig-
nificant role in the national
movement. Their contribu-
tions must be valued in the
same manner that we value
the contributions of well-
known freedom fighters.
With these popular faces,
we have somehow forgotten
the faces.

The Role of Youth in Bihar
The early nationalism and
political activities in Bihar
started from the establish-
ment of Boys Association
(popularly known as
Youth Club) Founded by
Suryadev Narayan Sharma
with Kamaleshwari Charan
Sinha as it’s secretary and
the Saraswati Academy at
Darbhanga. The boys as-
sociation was inaugurated
on 3rd March, 1899 un-
der chairmanship of Afak
Khan. The Boys Association
was the centre of politi-
cal activities in this region
and remain active till 1920.
Various parts of Bihar wit-
ness protests against the
partition of Bengal. On
16th October, 1905, Rakhi
Bandhan Divas was celebrat-
ed at Darbhanga which en-
couraged the youths. Youths
were inspired by the ideas
of the swadeshi movement.
Surendranath Banerjee
came to Munger in 1906 and
delivered an inspiring speech
which made d impression on
the minds of the youths. The
Bihari Student’s Conference
established in 1906 played a
significant role in the history
of the nationalism of Bihar.
In 1908, add Sonepur fair, an
important meeting was held
under the presidentship of
Nawab Sarfraz Hussain Khan
at which Bihar Provincial
Congress Committee was
formed. The first session of
the committee met at Patna
in 1908 under the presi-
dentship of Sayed Hasan
Imam. In a meeting held at
Patna library on September
25,1909 Sahajanand Sinha
pointed out that Muslims
and non-Muslims working
together in Bihar for national
ideas presented a unique ex-
ample for the whole India.
Even contemporary newspa-
pers like 'Indian Mirror' and
'Bengalee' pressed the com-
munal harmony prevalent in
Bihar at that time.
Home Rule League
Satyagraha in Bihar
Bihar played a historic role
in India’s struggle for free-
dom which started from

and

the Home Rule Movement.
The All India Home Rule
League was formed in April
1916. The influence of
Home Rule Movement was
felt and it was stablished
at  Bankipur(Patna) with
Mazhar-ul- Haq as president,
on 16th December, 1916.
The Champaran Satyagraha
of 1917 was Mahatma
Gandhi’s first Satyagraha in
India. Champaran and Kheda
Satyagraha were the events
which later put Gandhi on
the front seat of Indian revo-
lution and made satyagraha
a powerful tool. It was start-
ed with objective to raise
voice against the European
planters in Bihar.
The role of Rajkumar Shukla
In Champaran Satyagraha
is remarkable. He was the
one to urge Gandhiji to
visit Champaran and wit-
ness the miseries of indigo
planters. Gandhiji arrived
in Champaran on 10th
April, 1917 and stayed at
the House of Sant Raut in
Amolwa village. On 15th
April, 1917,as the move-
ment gathered pace, sev-
eral leaders like Rajendra
Prasad, Anugrah Narayan
Singh, Mazhar-UL Haque,
Mahadeo Desai, Narhari
Parikh and JB Kripalani
joined Gandhiji. Seeing the
mass agitation,the British
government decided to bring
reforms in its administra-
tive policies. On 4th March,
1918, Tinkathiya system was
abolished, rent reduced and
peasants were compensat-
ed as recommended by the
committee.
Syed Hasan Imam
Syed Hasan Imam

born on 31st August, 1871 at
Neora in Patna district was
the fourth Muslim to be-
come the President of Indian
National Congress. He pre-
sided over a special session
of INC in August, 1918 held
at Bombay (Now Mumbai).
Syed Hasan Imam was a Law
graduate from England and
started his practice in the
Calcutta High Court. He was
appointed as a Judge of the
Calcutta High Court but later
resigned from the Calcutta
High Court and started his
practice at Patna in March,
1916. Hasan Imam was a
strong advocate of social re-
forms. He was the founder of
‘The Searchlight’ Newspaper.
Through his newspaper he
puts forward his ideas for
the national struggle.
Maulana Mazharul Haque

He was born on 22nd
December, 1866, in
Brahmpur, Maner in Patna
district in a rich zamindar
family.In 1906, he was elect-
ed as Vice Chairman of Bihar
Congress Committee. He
started a newspaper ‘The
Motherland’. He played an
active role in the Champaran
Satyagraha and founded an
ashram at Patna known as
‘Sadaquat Ashram’, spread
over 20 acres. Ashram's land
was donated by his close as-
sociate friend Khairun Miyan
to the national movement.
During the independence
movement important meet-
ings between eminent free-
dom fighters like Brajkishore
Prasad, Maulana Mazharul
Haque, Dr. Anugrah Narayan
Sinha, and Rajendra Prasad
took place here. After
Independence, Jayaprakash
Narayan launched his his-
toric movement during the
1970s from the Sadagat
Ashram.
Shri Krishna Singh

He was born on 21st
October, 1887, in Nawada
district and was the first Chief
Minister of Bihar (1946—
61). He was also known as
Shri Babu and Bihar Kesari.
Along with the nationalists

Dr Rajendra Prasad and Dr
Anugrah Narayan Sinha, Shri
Babu is regarded among the
Architects of Modern Bihar.
He led the Dalit entry into the
Baidyanath Dham temple at
Deoghar, reflecting his com-
mitment to the upliftment
and social empowerment of
dalits.He was the first Chief
Minister in the country to
abolish the Zamindari sys-
tem. He underwent differ-
ent terms of imprisonment
for a total of about 8 years in
British India.
Rajendra Prasad

Born on 3rd December,
1884 in Ziradei in Siwan
district,was the first
President of the Republic
of India. He was an im-
portant leader of Indian
National Movement from
Bihar.He was a great sup-
porter of Mahatma Gandhi,
was imprisoned by British
authorities during the Salt
Satyagraha of 1930 and the
Quit India Movement of
1942.He was elected as the
President of Indian National
Congress during Bombay
Session in 1934. It was his
personality that made him
elected as the President of
Constituent  Assembly on
11th December, 1946, which
prepared the Constitution of
India. When India became a
Republic in 1950, Prasad was
elected its first President by
the Constituent Assembly.
Swami Sahajanand Saraswati
,Yadunandan Sharma,
Rambriksh Benipuri, Krihna
and Ballabh Sahay
Swami Sahjanand Saraswati
was an ascetic, a nationalist
and a peasant leader. He was
an intellectual, prolific writ-
er, social reformer and revo-
lutionary. He had formed
the All India Kisan Sabha. He
started his work from Bihar
and later Gained popularity
and its spread to all parts of
the country.The ashram set
by him at Bihta, near Patna
and carried out most of his
work in the later part of his
life from there.
Yadunandan Sharma
Yadunandan Sharma was
also an Indian peasant leader
and a nationalist from Bihar.
He had started a movement
for the rights of tillers against
the Zamindars and Britishers
known as Reora Satyagraha.
He forced a lot to make
changes in the zamindari
system to the Britishers.
Rambriksh Benipuri who was
socialist leader, editor and
Hindi writer, was the found-
er of Bihar socialist party in
1931 and Congress Socialist
Party in 1934. His newspaper
‘Yuvak’ this was the mouth
piece of Patna Yuvak Sangha
(eshtalished in 1927).
Krishna Ballabh Sahay
Another nationalist from
Bihar who has an ample
contribution to the National
Movement, Krishna Ballabh
Sahay was a noted Indian
freedom fighter. He was
awarded the Gaits Gold
Medal from the then
Governor of Bihar and
Orissa, Mr. Gait for his excel-
lence in English. His work are
kept in Bihar assembly.

Vilayat Ali
Vilayat Ali was a leader of
the Wahabi Movement

from Bihar. He organised the
movement in Bihar in 1826.
He attacked religious corrup-
tions and advocated a return
to the simplicity of faith and
society. Vilayat Ali played
a lead role in uniting the
Muslim against British rule.
He fought with Britishers
along with his followers.

The Unsung Heroes of Bihar
Many eminent national-
ists played multiple roles
in the freedom movement.
Some have been remem-
bered but some have left

behind. Prominent among
them were ghasita Khalifa,
Ghulam Abbas, Nandu Lal
Alia Sipahi, Jumman, kajal
Khan, Ramezani, Peer Baksh,
Peer Ali, Wahid Ali,Ghlam Ali
Mahmood Akbar and Asrar
Ali Khan

Maghfoor Ahmed Ajazi Was
a political activist, who left
studies in order to follow
Gandhiji. He joined Non
Cooperation Movement in
the year 1921. He attend-
ed the All India Congress
Committee(AICC)  Session
held at Ahmedabad 1921,
and supported the Poorna
Swaraj motion demanded by
Hazrat Mohani. The motion
was opposed by Mahatma
Gandhi and failed. Maghfoor
Ahmed Ajazi met Gandhiji at
Sabarmati Ashram. He was
the representative of the
Central Khilafat Committee,
who later took charge of the
Calcutta Khilafat Committee.
He was arrested while
participating in a protest
March led by Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose. Later he was
released. In the year 1942,
research operation was un-
dertaken at his house. This
pushed him to work secretly.
He also opposed the 'Two
Nation Theory' initiated by
Muhammad Ali Jinnah. He
served as the first general
secretary of the All India
Jamhur Muslim League,
which was established to
counter the All India Muslim
league demanding a sepa-
rate nation.

Basowan Sinha also known
as Basowan Singh, was an
activist in the Indian inde-
pendence movement and
campaigner for the rights of
under privileged,industrial
labours and agricultural
workers. He spent around
18 years in prison in British
India. He absconded after
the Lahore conspiracy case.
He was co-accused in the
Bhusawal, Kakori, Tirhut and
Deluaha conspiracy cases.
During the Second World War
he was the first man in Bihar
to be arrested under defence
of India ordinance on 26th
January 1940 in Husainabad,
Palamu and released after
18 months. During the Quit
India Movement, after the
interception of Jayaprakash
Narayan'’s the only letter ad-
dressed to him, he went un-
derground in 1941 and went
to Afghanistan to collect fire
arms and ammunition. He
attended the Bombay aicc
session 9 August 1942 and
conducted the movement
from the underground. He
was held in Delhi and later
freed, after which he con-
tinued his nationalists and
trade union work. The
Government of India issued
commemorative stamp in
his name on 23rd March
2000. There is an indoor sta-
dium named Basawon Singh
Indoor Stadium in the city of
Hajipur in Bihar.

Peer Ali Khan

Peer Ali Khan was composed
freedom fighter who worked
clandestinely. According to
the report of William Taylor
Peer Ali was a bookseller.
He played a leading role in
the organization of the great
revolt of 1857 in the Patna
district in July 1857. He was
captured by the British after
the defeat of the rebel forc-
es. Khan was given capital
punishment for participating
in the freedom struggle of
1857.

Arrival of Mahatma Gandhi
and a call from the women
of Bihar for National move-
ment

Mahatma Gandhi employed
Satyagraha for the first time
in Champaran district of
Biharin 1917 in order to pro-
tect people from the atroci-

ties of Nilaha Gora. At that
time, the number of women
was comparatively negligible
than men in public service.
Mahatma Gandhi appealed
women to participate in na-
tional movement. The wom-
en of Bihar at his call, defied
their stereotype image and
jumped into the battlefield
of Satyagraha. (Gandhi,
1954; PP. 166-167).The his-
tory of woman awakening
in Bihar starts with the free-
dom movement of Mahatma
Gandhi. Women are compar-
atively successful then men
in employing truth and non-
violence. Thus, the women
of Bihar showed great enthu-
siasm in the freedom strug-
gle under the leadership of
Mahatma Gandhi. (Sahay,
1962; PP. 309-310).

Non-Cooperation Movement
and the Women of Bihar
:-During  non-cooperation,
Sarla Devi appealed the
Bihari students to boycott
government schools. At the
arrival of Prince of Wales to
India, Smt. Savitri Devi called
to boycott the ceremony.
Smt. Urmilla Devi and Smt.
C.C. Das of Patna took part
in campaigning for Charkhas
and Swadeshi. When Gandhi
arrived Bihar in 1921 to col-
lect fund for Deshbandhu
memorial fund then the
women of Bihar donated or-
naments that they donned.
Smt. Prabhavati Devi, the
wife of Jai Prakash Narayan
was pioneer among the
women who travelled along-
with  Mahatma Gandhi in
Bihar. (Sinha, 2000; pp. 4-12)
After the end of Satyagraha
in 1921, Gandhiji tried to or-
ganise people on a platform
and focused on creative pro-
gramme to propel their en-
ergy. At that time, a peace-
ful Satyagraha was adopted
at wine shop and women
from eminent households
took part. On one hand,
during the tardy phase of
movement, the women from
Bihar hand charkhas and on
the other hand when the
movement gained momen-
tum they came forward as
a flag-bearer. Inspired by
brave women like Smt. C.C.
Das, Smt. Prabhavati Devi,
Smt. Urmilla Devi, Rajvanshi
Devi, Kasturba Gandhi etc.
the women of Bihar showed
their inclination towards
freedom movement. In this
way, the women of Bihar
gave significant contribution
in different movements of
freedom struggle like Non-

Cooperation Movement,
Boycotting Prince of
Wales, Civil Disobedience
Movement, organising

large meeting in Ara against
death punishment of Bhagat
Singh, Rajguru and Sukhdev,
Individual Satyagraha and
Quit India Movement etc.
(Sahay, op.cit.; p. 310-312)

Salt Movement and the
Women of Bihar :-During
Civil Disobedience move-
ment, the women of Bihar
participated in Salt move-
ment of 1930 with great en-
thusiasm. Many women from
eminent families took part
in agitation to dissolve Salt
Act. (Singh and Singh, 2013;
p. 298). Salt was prepared
at more than 500 places in
Champaran. Smt. Shivdhari
Pandey and other women
took part in this movement.
Influenced by the effective
speeches of Smt. Sahilbala
Rai of Santhal Paragana,
many women took part in or-
der to dissolved Salt Act. The
wife of Shri Rambabahadur
(bar-at-law) of Shahabad dis-
trict prepared Salt in front
of Sasaram Police Station.

Meanwhile, Secretary
of Hazaribagh  Congress
Committee  Smt.Saraswati

Devi along with Smt. Sadhna

Govind Sahay,42 Rebellion.

Devi were arrested and im-
prisoned for six months six
months (Sahay, op.cit.; p.
312)

Smt. Mira Devi of Giridih was
the third Bihari women to be
arrested during Satyagrah.

Mrs. Hasan Imam and Smt.
Vidhyavasini Devi led an
agitation in which women
protested in front of foreign
shops. Observing the inten-
sity of movement, contem-
porary magistrate had to re-
cruit women police in large
numbers. Despite strong ef-
forts by British government,
Mrs. Hasan Imam and Smt.
C.C. Das along with their
daughters Miss Shami and
Kumari Gauri Das remained
a puzzle for the British.
(Kumar, op.cit.; p. 137)

In order to boycott foreign
Clothes, women organised
three large demonstration
and more than three thou-
sand women took part Smt.
Shah Muhammad Zubair of
an eminent Muslim family of
Munger district took part in
the movement. Ram Swarup
Devi is noted for the way she
inspired people during Civil
Disobedience  movement.
She gave a slogan—"Wake
up sisters, Wake up! When
problem hovers over coun-
try, it is not good to rest at
home.” The British govern-
ment remained amazed at
the trumpet of Ram Swarup
Devi and she was impris-
oned in 1931 at Bhagalpur
Central Jail only to be re-
leased after Gandhi-lrwin
pact. The women Satyagrahi
under the leadership of
Smt. Sadhna Devi in Santhal
Pargana had troubled for
British Government because
children also took part in this
agitation. These agitations
nullified every efforts of the
British Government officials.
(Sahay, op.cit.; p. 312-315)

A large gathering was or-
ganised in Ara on 30 March,

1931 to protest against the
death punishment of Sardar
Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev and
Rajguru and Smt. Kusum
Kumari Devi led this pro-
test. Seven women along
with the wife of Dr. Rajendra
Prasad, Smt. Rajwanshi Devi
and Chandrwati Devi were
arrested for celebrating 26
January as Independence
Day. Moreover, Chandravati
Devi and Rajwansi Devi were
imprisoned for one and half
year. (Sahay, op.cit.; p. 316-
317)

Role of the Women of Bihar
in Quit India Movement
The revolution of 1942 and
Quit India movement began
due to strike of Bihari stu-
dents. The women of Bihar,
especially the member of
Mahila Charkha Samiti tried
hard to ignite the fire and
gave effort to make it coun-
trywide. (The Searchlight,
August 16, 1942; p. 1) The
slogan of Gandhiji ‘Do or
Die’ affected these women
deeply. Women marched
moving walk and demon-
strated poster in Patna.
(Arya, Menon and Loknita,

2006.); (Kumar, 2009,
Bagwati Devi, the sister
of Dr. Rajendra Prasad,

led a huge protest on 9
August 1942 in Patna. As
a result, she was arrested.
According to official report-
ing in other places also the
women as active freedom
fighters joined the move-
ment in a large number
and shouted anti-colonial
slogans. In tribal region of
Chotanagpur and Santal
Parganas the women’s par-
ticipation was highly sig-
nificant as it proved chal-
lenging to the government.
Thus Bihar played a major
role in successive phases of
the Indian Independence
Struggle.

(Bhikhachak, Anisabad, Gardanibagh, Patna, Bihar. Contact- 7294986999. Email - anandjayshreel@gmail.com/Founder Director ,Study and Research Centre,
Chandmari Road,Uttarpalli,Rampurhat-731224(Birbhum)West Bengal,Email —dinesh2694@yahoo.in)
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