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The Kerala Story: The Way India Thinks

“If the order of SC can be violated by political motives, then a judicious thinking cannot be something

judicious in common people’s perspective as they do not know the intricacies of politics and law.”

Professor M.C.Behera

Jharkhand Dekho
desk: Events, small
or big, are occasions
to gauge the mind of
a people or nation.
Such occasions oc-
cur every day. One
of such occasions in
India is The Story of
Kerala, a film that has
sparked controversy
and divided India in
different camps. The
maker of the film has
his perspective, but
the critiques belong-
ing to political parties,
religious groups, or-
ganisations and indi-
vidual citizens derive
meanings. The situ-
ation emerges as an
opportune to gauge
Indian mind as reflects
in intellectual, legal,
political, ideological
and individual com-
ments.The core theme
of the film is about
forced conversion,
radicalisation and re-
cruitment of wom-
en of Kerala, about
32,000 as per the film,
in terror groups of
ISISI ruled Syria. The
Central Board of Film
Certification  (CBFC)
has passed it giving
‘AN certificate. The
Supreme Court re-
fused to interfere and
did not stay the re-
lease. But objections
and supports pour in.
The CM of Kerala la-
bels it as propaganda
of Sangha Parivar with
a malign intention of
humiliating the state
in front of the world.
Shashi Tharoor labels
‘gross  exaggeration’
and ‘distortion of the
Kerala reality’. Muslim
and Right Wing activ-
ists declare cash award
to prove or to disprove
the claim made in the
film. Criticism is made
in Kerala context, but
the voices have ech-
oes across the coun-
try. Congress, DMK,
NCP, TMC criticise the
film as a BJP propa-
ganda to peddle lies of
its agenda of polarisa-
tion. Diverse opinions
come from film indus-

try. While some see
it in the line criticism

against other films
some question the
figure. The church

body in Kerala reacts
to the criticism of the
film as baseless. Some
individuals criticise it
as Islamphobic movie,
while women attest its
truth. A woman from
Kasargod has admit-
ted that she was one
of the victims of con-
versionThe story, as
makers would make
us believe, is about
global terrorism and
its mechanism of re-
cruiting women for
the purpose set in
Kerala  background.
Understandably, it
provides an implicit
example of the na-
tional trend which is
generalised in BJP and
other likeminded plat-
forms citing data of
missing women from

the National Crimes
Records Bureau
(NCRB) across the

states. US Department
of State Report, 2020
records 66 fighters
from Indian origin
joining ISIL. There are
several cases under
the investigation of
NIA. In order to create
awareness and warn
the youths against fall-
ing victim to terror-
ism the BJP not only
supports the film, its
state governments like
Madhya Pradesh and
Uttar Pradesh have de-
clared it tax-free. The
general theme of the
film however reflects
interconnection  be-
tween terrorism and
‘love jihad’ as a means
of recruiting mem-
bers which has been
a national problem.
Media, government
and various organisa-
tions are concerned
about the recruited
women through mar-
riage in terrorist or-
ganisations  abroad.
These organisations
are manned by Islamic
groups. The plight of
women who join the
organisation and later
appeal rescue, the ag-
ony of family members

and the concern of
various social groups
are reported time and
again in news media.
So, the generality in
the film is articulated
by BJP in its specific
context of religion,
recruitment, purpose
and NCRB data.

The controversy not
only reflects opinions
in the context, but
places the voices un-
der scrutiny in nation-
al perspective.  The
film is alleged by a sec-
tion of politicians and
people, particularly in
Kerala, as propaganda
against the state and
an attempt to crimi-
nalise Muslims and
create social tension.
The state specific al-
legations surprisingly
echo in other states.
While the film is not
banned in Kerala, by
Left Government de-
spite allegations, it
is banned in West
Bengal. In Tamil Nadu,
the ban in Multiplexes
and Theatres is state
sponsored citing fear,
damage of prop-
erty, and demand
from Muslim groups.
Producers Guild, how-
ever, have strongly
objected to this ban.
The film thereby lost
its essence of project-
ing terrorism linked
social phenomenon

in these states, but
rather used to
spread the message
that it is hate propa-
ganda against the
Muslims.  Obviously,
these states used the
film to create a di-
vide between Hindus
and Muslims under
the plea of maintain-
ing social harmony.
When the film is pro-
jected as Hindu or BJP
propaganda  against
Muslim and banned
to appease Muslim so
that tension is not cre-
ated, then what makes
the government think
that the non-Muslim
group will not create
tension  consequent
upon ban? Arguably,
it indicates that only
Muslims create ten-
sion, and the govern-
ment can manipulate
it at its convenience!
Besides, it proves
that Muslims are one;
so when Muslims in
Kerala sneeze, the
Muslims in other parts
will catch cold. In oth-
er words, the activities
of the governments
placed the Muslims of
India as a fundamen-
talist religious group.
This is what BJP claims.
One can find a truth in
it when Muslims ei-
ther remain silent or
support a wrong done
by any Muslim or sup-

port anything in the
name of religion. Are
not political leaders
fanning the tension
between Hindus and
Muslims by indulging
in stupid propaganda
and appeasement
of one section?The
voice of opposition
shows a Muslim filt
whose people are al-
legedly victims of hate
speech. In fact enact-
ment of Hate Speech
Law began with a
Muslim tilt. Right from
the last decade of
19th century, murders
of members of Arya
Samajis, a Hindu sect
by the Muslims were
reported because of
the formers rational
thinking. Hindu hate
was so intense that a
Muslim person wrote
a pamphlet titled
Sitaka Chinala to insult
Sita of epic Ramayana
by depicting her as a
prostitute. In response
to it a book entitled
Rangial Rashul was
published by Mahashe
Rajpal in 1924 satiris-
ing the sexual life of
Prophet Mohammad.
This publication trig-
gered Muslims’ de-
mand for  punish-
ment and violence in
1927 leading to his
murder, after many
attempts, in 1929.
During that time there
was no law against
insult to religion. It
was the demand from
the Muslims that
moved the British
Government to en-
act Hate Speech Law
that was subsequently
inserted in Section
295(A) of Indian Penal
Code. The insult to
Hindu goddess Sita
was not the cause of
enacting the law, but it
was Muslim’s demand
that moved the gov-
ernment into action.
In Hate Speech Act
a writer’s reformist
sense, even if it insult-
ed a religion, enjoyed
freedom  subject to
no use of words with
deliberate and mali-
cious intention. The
phrase ‘deliberate and
malicious intention’

gives stupid politicians
shield to interpret a
film or writing to sat-
isfy their narrow inter-
ests.

This law is the be-
ginning of restricting
freedom of speech is
at the root of Freedom
of Speech and
Expressions included
in Article 19, Part Il
of Indian Constitution.
This provision is also
influenced and shaped
by the Constitution of
India Bill 1895, and
debate in Constituent
Assembly.Article 19
guarantees freedom
of speech and expres-
sions subject to ‘rea-
sonable restriction’.
The condition is silent
as to whose reasona-
bility, one who speaks
or one, who feels in-
sulted at the words,
will be considered.
The subjectivity inher-
ent in the word ‘rea-
sonability’ is the crux
of manipulated inter-
pretations by different
interest groups and
cause of ambiguity.

It is to be mentioned
that freedom of
speech or expres-
sions are used against
Hindus in the plea of
safeguarding Muslims
by vested interests.
Any claim by Hindus
label them with intol-
erance tag not only by
Muslims, but by many
political parties and in-
tellectuals. Obviously,
freedom of expres-
sion is a matter of in-
terpretations by inter-
ested groups that is
revealed through the
controversy engulfing
the Kerala Story.The
ban is executed de-
spite Supreme Court’s
refusal to stay release
of the film. If the or-
der of SC can be vio-
lated by political mo-
tives, then a judicious
thinking cannot be
something judicious
in common people’s
perspective as they do
not know the intrica-
cies of politics and law.
The point of criticism
about number of cas-
es claimed in the film
is ridiculous. If num-

ber is a problem, then
what is the source of
claiming the number
is false? What is the
correct number when
NCRB presents star-
tling figures on the
missing of women?
What is their reaction
and suggestion to ar-
rest such missing cas-
es? This means that
people speak because
they have to speak;
and they should speak
in a way that no party
takes offence. There
are many firebrand
speakers on similar
occasions from film
world and intelligent-
sia blaming similar
contents in different
contexts. They are se-

lectively conscious,
and unfortunately
people give them

the place of celeb-
rity despite shallow-
ness in their words.
These people instead
of showing interest
in curing the disease
keep scratching the
wound because it is
on other’s body and
it gives them desired
publicity of ego satis-
faction.Politicians of-
ten behave like men-
tally ill persons. They
do not know what,
how, why, when and
whom to speak. In
fact educational and
environmental back-
ground of many stands
on their way of right
and descent speaking.
They speak non-sense
because they have no
proper understanding
of the topic or impli-
cations of words, or
nothing sensible to
say. A recent state-
ment of a NCP leader
is really shocking. He
demands that the film
maker shall be hanged
in  public for false
propaganda. Does
not he come under
hate speech rule? Or
does he have a right
to speak anything
being a politician?
Unfortunately, the
words of politicians
shape the thinking of
the public who are
their followers. What
type of society they

want to build through
their leadership?
Figures claimed in
the film may be large.
But what’s about the
incidents that have
foreign connections?
What’s about NCRB
reports on missing of
women? Are these is-
sues crucial or derived
mistakes in the film?
Everything has a posi-
tive and negative side.
Will harping on nega-
tivity result in any posi-
tive gain? Given that
an event is propagan-
da, given that the in-
tensity of a problem is
low, should we ignore
its future implications?
How can an event be
taken lightly when it
has global connection?
Can one deny the prac-
tice of recruiting wom-
en to terrorist camps
outside the country,
even if it is a single
case? Why should one
judge an event or in-
formation through the
lens of political or reli-
gious ideology? Should
future of the nation
or present stupidity
in action guide politi-
cal interest?These are
some of the ques-
tions before us which
emerge taking clue
from the way people
think with The Kerala
Story as a case to the
point. Is it the new
trend in India? History
tells that people used
to think beyond politi-
cal and territorial divi-
sions. But there were
also people who sided
or invited enemies for
selfish interest. History
also tells that some
people remained indif-
ferent to happenings
or depended on des-
tiny. But more loudly
history echoes the re-
sult of indifference or
siding the enemy or a
wrong cause in terms
of our long subjuga-
tion under Muslim and
colonial rulers.
Several voices spark-
ing controversy reflect
what some people or
organisations  think;
but they do not think
of the implications of
such thinking.

(Rajiv Gandhi University, Rono Hills, Doimukh, Itanagar,Papum Pare District,Arunachal Pradesh-791112, Email: mcbeheral959@
gmail.com.The views expressed by the author are his own and in no way the Editor be held responsible for the them—Editor.)
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