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Revisiting Democracy: Elections and People

Professor M.C.Behera

Jharkhand Dekho desk:
Democracy in its present
form is considered as an
advancement of earlier
systems of governance
like monarchy, autocracy,
aristocracy, gerontocracy,
and so on because it is a
glorification of people’s
rule. Of course, democ-
racy is not a new con-
cept, particularly in India.
However, its present
form is a borrowed idea
from the West. Its vir-
tue reflects in Abraham
Lincoln’s saying that de-
mocracy is a government
of the people, by the
people and for the peo-
ple. But the ideal is not
an unmixed blessing. Its
functional dynamics in-
cited G.B.Shaw to remark
on it as a government
of the fools, by the fools
and for the fools. Even
Plato and Aristotle were
critical about its claimed
theoretical merit as a sys-
tem people’s governance
before it was experiment-
ed. The majority idea is
a hoax as all the voters
don’t cast vote and from
among the real voters
a winning party secures
less than 50%. Hardly
there is any case where
the winning party gets at
least 50% of total citizens
who are listed as voters.
In  recently concluded
Assembly elections in
Karnataka, the Congress
has pulled a little above
44% of the votes cast. It
is in majority despite its
less than 50% share of
the votes cast!

Karnataka case, as it is
recently concluded, pro-
vides a fresh ground to
examine working of de-
mocracy critically in our
country. Similar events
of the past or from other
states, if relevant, are
cited to support the ar-
gument. Practically, the
article is designed to un-
derstand how people are
situated in the process of
democracy.

After winning the elec-
tions the Congress has
not been able to decide
upon the CM candidate.
While Siddaramaiah, a
former CM claims the
position stating support
of maxim MLAs, D.K.
Shivakumar, popular as
Hanuman of Karnataka
Congress, also submits his
claim on the ground that
loyalty will pay royalty.
Without projecting Chief
ministerial candidate the
Congress kept people
guessing. The strategy
made each group or com-
munity to guess about its
candidate as CM and thus
voting canvas for the par-
ty enlarged. The result
is present crisis. At the
beginning, the Lingayat
forum endorsed support
to the Congress. It is not
a surprise to note some
Lingayat seers along with
Nirmalananda Swami, a
Vokkaliga seer, demand-
ing D.K. Shivkumar as CM.
Both group of seers how-
ever have their independ-
ent stand. Rambapuri
seer of Lingayats has a
demand for appoint-
ment of a Deputy CM
from Lingayat commu-
nity. The demand does
not stop here. The chief
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of Muslim Waqgf Board,
Shafi Sadi demands a
Muslim Deputy CM and
five important ministe-
rial berths. Did people
vote for the Congress or
candidates on the basis
of caste or religious af-
filiation? Entry of Wagf
Board indicates empow-
erment to it which in fact
Congress had guaranteed
by enacting Waqf Acts
in 1954, 1995 and 2013
and which gave them un-
limited power to acquire
properties in the name
of Muslim charity. Wagqgf
Borad is the third largest
property owning body in
the country, but people
of Muslim communities
are projected as poor,
marginalised, and hav-
ing low percentage of lit-
eracy and so on. Is it the
way democracy functions
through representatives?
The crisis over the name
of the CM questions
whether elected mem-
bers or the party boss
is powerful to select
CM. D.K. Shivkumar’s
cancellation of Delhi trip
is abuzz with specula-
tions about his name in
CBl and ED radars. But
Siddaramaiah is not a
spotless man either! His
efficiency is also doubt-
ful. Had he been efficient
he could have saved the
coalition government
of 2018-2019. He has
shifted several parties
earlier. He was CM from
2013-2018 and Deputy
CM twice in 2004-2005
and 1996-1999. Had he
contributed genuinely to-
wards the development
of people, D.K.Shivkumar
would not have been
a contender. Or both
are greedy for power?
Siddaramaiah claims sup-
port of maximum MLAs.
Is it support for his spot-
less leadership or for ful-
filling selfish interest un-
der his leadership?

A solution was thought
of in the form of shar-
ing power between the
two. This strategy has
been experimented be-
tween BSP and BJP in
1997 and between JD(S)
and BJP in 2006. In both
the cases the first in-
cumbent did not respect
the agreement and re-
fused to transfer power.
Kumarswamy withdrew
from the coalition gov-
ernment, but later when
BJP tried to from the
government under B.S.
Yediyurappain November
2007, he offered support
again to withdraw on the
matter of sharing min-
istries. When Mayavati
did not transfer power to
BJP, Kalyan Singh split BJP
and other smaller parties
including Congress and
formed government for
remaining period. In last
elections in Maharashtra,
power sharing was the
bone of contention be-
tween Shiv Sena and BJP.
This led to formation of
MVA of three parties of
opposite ideologies and
later a breakaway fac-
tion of Shiv Sena which
formed coalition govern-
ment with the support
of BJP. Greed for power
even incites politicians to
shift to other parties with

different ideologies. Fight
between leaders is an-
other example of greed
for power in the name of
fight against corruption
and protection of democ-
racy and the Constitution.
Ashok Ghelot and Sachin
Pilot’s high volt drama
in Rajasthan definitely is
not in the interest of the
‘people’, but to the inter-
est of the both.

Caste and religion are
crucial entriesin elections
to capture people’s emo-
tions. Banning Bajarang
Dal as manifesto prom-
ise of the Congress and
the BJP’s Hanuman card
consequent upon it are
religious invocations. Not
only during elections, but
they are in fact crucial el-
ements used by political
parties to garner people’s
support to prove majority
in a democracy. A Gujarat
Congress MLA, Geniben
N Thakor eulogised con-
version by claiming that
tribals who converted to
Christianity have become
IAS and IPS. The other
part of it is reservation
guota which he conveni-
ently ignored. What's
about non-convert trib-
als and non-tribals who
crack UPSC examina-
tions? Politicians have re-
duced people to belong-
ing to different regions,
sects and creeds, not to
the people of the coun-
try above these narrow
walls. This is also evident
in the name of regional
and other political par-
ties. All India Majlis-e-

Ittehadul Muslimmen
(AIMIM), Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK),  Naga People’s
Front, Telgu Desham
Party, Indian Union
Muslim League, Mizo
National Front, Tipra

Motha Party, Bodoland
People’s Front etc. have
religious, regional, com-
munity, and racial con-
notations. People have
their regional, religious
or community aspira-
tions; their fulfilment
can also be achieved if,
for example, state be-
comes the perspective
rather than a religion

or race which conveys a
narrow sense of aspira-
tions. Sikkim Democratic
Front, People’s Party of
Arunachal Pradesh, Asom
Gana Parishad, etc. are
state-based political par-
ties to fulfil aspirations of
specific group above reli-
gion or community.

Entry of Tipu Sultan is
a communal dimension
of democratic politics.
When a topicis controver-
sial, its mention means to
confuse people and fire
communal tensions so as
to fish out of trouble wa-
ters. While Karnataka has
great and noble kings like
Krishdevaraya of Vijaya
Nagar Empire, Harihar of
Sangam dynasty, Chikka
Devraj of Wodeyar dy-
nasty, to introduce a
controversial king, who is
not original Kannadigas,
is a reflection of a hidden
agenda. Tipu may be a
good ruler, but he or his

father ruled after defeat-
ing original Kannadigas
or Indian rulers. He

fought against British to
save his kingdom, but not
with a sense of dignity
and spirit of freedom,
for he took the help of
France, another colonial
power for the purpose.
His bravery lies in his own

selfish interest. Records
and research  works
like Malabar Manual,

Religious Intolerance by
Tipu Sultan vividly de-
scribe his cruelty and reli-
gious fanaticism. The rea-
son of his glorification,
without any doubt, has

an interest in communal
politics.
Evidently, in elections

and formation of govern-
ment people give impor-
tance to caste and reli-
gion more than people
beyond these groupings.

Issue of corruption is
also a talk in Karnataka
elections. D.K. Shivkumar
and Siddaramaiah are in
CBI and ED radars. B.S.
Yediyurappa has also
previous records. Shiv
Kumar who had to sale
his property to contest
first time in election now
owns assets worth of Rs.
1214 crores. How in a de-

mocracy elected leaders
amass so much of assets?
The only one answer is
corruption.  Corruption
is the shortest way; and
various scams reported
regularly explain growing
assets of elected leaders.
Lalu’s assets of pre-
elected and present peri-
ods are burning example
of elected leaders’ ever
non-ending greed at the
cost of nation’s interest.
How do they become so
efficient entrepreneurs
after winning election?
Where do they get time
to invest on profitable
business when they claim
always serving the peo-
ple? How come their ser-
vice does not alleviate
miseries of the poor, but
go on accumulating per-
sonal wealth?

Human weakness for
free doles stands on the
way of upholding self-
esteem, dignity, ethi-
cal values and morality.
Political parties exploit
this weakness for selfish
aggrandisement without
considering its long term
effect in the interest of
the nation, society and
economy. Producers be-
come consumers and
develop dependency
syndrome. Freebies are
such demons whose en-
try makes people blind to
the reality about destruc-
tive designs of politicians.
In Karnataka Congress re-
leased manifesto to guar-
antee Rs. 2000 per month
to every woman head of
a family, free bus passes
for all women, Rs.3000
and Rs.1500 for unem-
ployed graduates and di-
ploma holders, and 10
kilos of rice and 200 units
of free power supply to
households. Freebies are
not new in Indian poli-
tics. Almost all parties
adopt this tempting bait,
but Arvind Kejirwal will
be remembered as the
Freebie King! Did free-
bies, experimented for
so long, alleviate pov-
erty? Rather it diverted
money indiscriminately
to unproductive use, cre-
ated more dependents
in the society and made
people blind to the cor-
ruption by these freebie
givers. Track record of
corruption by AAP min-
isters is not an unknown
matter. Mistrust gradu-
ally emerges between
tax payers and freebie
beneficiaries which is not
a desirable sign in a de-
mocracy.

Family inheritance syn-
drome of power is clear-
ly evident in Karnataka

elections. H. D. Deve
Gowda’s son and grand-
son, Mottamma’s
daughter, Mallikarjuna

Kharge’s son, Shamanur
Shivashankarppa’s  son
are some examples.
There are also instances
of father and daughter,
father and son, uncle
and nephew, and sib-
lings contesting and win-
ning the elections. K.
H. Muniyappa and his
daughter, Balachandra
Jarkiholi and his brother,
Ramesh Katti and his un-
cle are examples of duos
who won the elections.
Interesting some politi-

cians like Yediyurappa
and Anandda Singh left
the fray in favour of
their sons. When pow-
er has the tendency of
remaining in a family,
then government by the
people is reduced to the
power of some fami-
lies. Mamta Banerjee’s
nephew, Lalu Yadav’s
sons and daughters,
K.Karunanidh’s son,
Mulayam Singh Yadav’s
sons, brothers, daugh-
ter-in-law, Devi Lal
Chautala’s family mem-
bers, Sharad Pawer’s
daughter, nephew and
several others are pow-
er houses in a democ-
racy where ‘people’ are
divided between ruling
and following families.
Generalvotersand some
politicians have servile
syndrome, and so they
do not feel ashamed of
promoting family cul-
ture in a democracy.
Navin Pattanaik with-
out any political experi-
ence is a successful CM
of Odisha because of
supporters’ tendency
to follow. Rajiv Gandhi
became PM because of
this syndrome. What
follows is that democ-
racy has not generated
competitive spirit or
conducive atmosphere
for all citizens to play
equal roles effectively
in every field. Ascribed
political talent, but not
the achieved one under-
lies function of electoral
politics in contemporary
democracy.

Navin is an effective CM
not because of his po-
litical acumen, but be-
cause of his strategist Sri
V.K.Pandian, |.A.S. The
latter never fails the for-
mer; takes correct de-
cisions and stands as a
pillar of the CM to keep
him in power. Entry of
strategist is also a topic
in Karnataka elections.
Sunil Kanugolu, the po-
litical strategist along
with his team is behind
Congress’s stunning vic-
tory. Elections are won
not because of people’s
spontaneous support,
but strategic manoeu-
vring of their support.
Mamata Banerjee’s
winning is also credited
to political strategist
Prashant Kishor. In fact
he is behind many win-
nings. Programming of
election and people’s
support is more impor-
tant than normal course
of behaviour in a de-
mocracy.

Coming back to the
point that election has
a family business, some
guestions always puzzle
a rational mind. What
capability do Tejashwi
and Tejpal or Misa
Bharative have except
being the children of
Lalu Yadav? What ex-
perience ortalent did
Rabidi Devi have to be-
come the CM of Bihar
except being the wife of
Lalu Yadav? What talent
and efficiency Abhishek
Banerjee has except
being the nephew of
Mamta Banerjee (as
she has no son!). How
much Rahul Gandhi
knows about people,

culture and country ex-
cept inheriting a pseu-
do Gandhi title? Mere
qualification of being
a citizen and demo-
cratic principle of hav-
ing equal political rights
are not enough to guar-
antee power position.
One must have to be
eligible for it without
being the appendix of
a father, mother, uncle
or some other family
members or relatives.
Unfortunately, the trend
is reservation of legisla-
tures in the family! Are
not voters responsible
for creating and main-
taining this trend? Or
is an enabling atmos-
phere absent in de-
mocracy? Why do they
witness the royal baton
of a father or mother
handed over to sons or
daughters when each of
them has genuine rights
to it? It is a question
which never will have a
definite solution to ar-
rest concentration of
power in few families.
Democracy seems to be
a family business with
servile followers!
Terrorism also is an is-
sue in Karnataka elec-
tions but with a dif-
ferent interpretation
of the phenomenon.
Priyanka Gandhi inter-
prets corruption, price
rise, commission, un-
employment as real
‘terrorism’ in Karnataka.
But in fact terrorism in
its real meaning, crime
and politics are often
in honeymoon trips.
Criminals and terror-
ists in politics demean
the ideal of democracy,
but they have become
inseparable. Recent re-
ports connected with
Atig Ahmad, his brother,
Mukhtar Ansari; and
names of Yogesh Verma,
Imran Masood and Rasja
Bhayia who were leg-
islatures are examples.
West Bengal is the para-
dise of terrorist activi-
ties, whether elections
or no elections. But it
has political connection.
Bomb blasts at Margram
Hospital, Birbhum dur-
ing 1st week of May
and Khadikul village in
Midnapore district on
16th May are indicative
of terrorism as a regular
order of life there. Entry
of terrorists and crimi-
nals as law makers is in
fact a perilous trend in
democracy. Question is
how they establish their
acts of crime and terror
as the base of their entry
into electoral politics. Why
the state government re-
mains blind? Or does the
government promote
them so that they become
a part of it? Are they also
the ‘people’ democratic
government stands for?
Democracy is apparently
a government of greedy
people, for greedy peo-
ple and by greedy peo-
ple, formed through ex-
ploitation, crime, terror,
strategic  programming,
freebies, servile attitude,
power concentration in
selected families, com-
munalism, casteism and
releasing forces of in-
equality. .
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