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Jharkhand Dekho
desk: LGBT (lesbian,
gay, bisexual and
transgender) issue
has generated heated
debate in these days
at different circles en-
gaging the attention of
judiciary, government,
civil societies, intellec-
tuals, common people
and the category it-
self. The issue centres
round the demand for
legalisation of same-
sex marriage. This de-
mand is not simple and
specific to the issue of
rights entitlement of a
section of citizens. It is
encompassing, for it
has implications which
touch upon existing
marriage rules, reli-
gious traditions, tra-
ditional social values,
government’s  stand,
rights of petitioners
and several other is-
sues. It is a very crucial
issue of our time and a
topic in the process of
making history in so-
cial, religious, political
and legal domains of
the country.

The author does not
claim expertise in
law, religion, or take
side with either of
the views- legalisa-
tion of same sex mar-
riage or its opposi-
tion. Therefore, the
article is an exercise
to understand several
guestions which have
cropped up incommon
people’s mind con-
sequent upon court
hearings. It should be
clarified that the is-
sue of recognition to
the existence of LGBT
as human category
or normative dimen-
sion in the demand
for same sex marriage
is not central to the
discussion in this arti-
cle. As the issue is the
topic of discussion, it
should be mentioned
that the LGBT category
is an existential reality.
The focus is on an un-
derstanding of human

(4074|
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LGBT, Man and Woman

Professor M.C.Behera

rights issue underlying
the demand and situ-
ating interpretation of
the LGBT category at
a perspective within
man and woman di-
vide of humanity in
Indian context.
Further, possibility of
an alternative way of
solving the problems
has an implied focus
in the article. Besides,
the alternative way, it
is argued, should not
consider the problem
in isolation as a sepa-
rate category of a spe-
cific group, but as the
problem having na-
tional bearing and as
reflects in specific con-
text. So, the solution
shall be attempted at
a comprehensive ex-
ercise, holistic in ap-
proach but contextual
in focus, within plural-
istic cultural tradition
of the country. The so-
lution of specific prob-
lem shall not be appall-
ing to general interest
in the larger context.
The scope of argument
in this article under-
lies this essence, and
nothing more or less
for any other interpre-
tation.

How far an intellec-
tual interpretation of
man and woman be-

yond biological con-
struct will be useful
to resolve the issue

is definitely a matter
of debate. Fluidity in
conceptualisation  of
man and woman as a
division of humanity,
as supported by ClI, is
the topic of scrutiny.
The question is wheth-
er this interpretation is
useful to resolve same
sex marriage issue in
desirable and accept-
able ways to the satis-
faction of both propo-
nents and opponents.
The logic of binarity
often ignores exist-
ence of third or more
intermediary spaces.
Man and woman cate-
gories of humanity are
binary divisions and
predominant idea that
has social, biological,
and religious implica-
tions. However, the
predominance of the
idea of man and wom-
an does not ignore the
existence of other cat-
egories and category-
inherent  behaviour;
the problem is about
their acceptance with-
in the norms, believed
to be the standard,
which evolved around
man and woman cat-
egories. The third
category, LGBT in this
case, has its own space
in the category of hu-
manity, though be-
havioural aspect is not
inclusive of ‘standard’
norms. LGBT has its

own distinct space in
the humanity, specific
problems concerned
with human being, and
therefore seeking solu-
tion within behaviour-
al norms of man and
woman would amount
to out of context exer-
cise. Man and woman
are biological catego-
ries having socio-cul-
tural determined role
to play. So is also the
LGBT group, but the
role and perception
about them do not en-
joy status equal to that
of man and woman. In
fact, man and woman
are not equal in their
status role in a society,
but they together de-
fine asocialruleinthe
form of marriage and
procreation. The lat-
terrule, i. e. the rule of
procreation that goes
with biological man
and woman, is not ap-
plicable to LGBT and so
equality with man and
woman is a question to
be addressed in a dif-
ferent context. A mar-
ried man and woman
are expected to take
care of parents to in-
herit property. Taking
care has physical and
mental aspects. A child
born of the couple, the
grand child is a source
of mental satisfaction.
There is also spiritual
satisfaction. It has no
meaning for persons
who are too much ma-
terialistic and individu-
alistic. But their num-
bers are less and very
less in rural and tradi-
tional societies.

Till now, man and
woman are not under-
stood and explained
with reference to a
conceptual framework
other than biological
and social contexts.
Will defining man and
woman as a concept
add more to our un-
derstanding of their
status role? An ex-
ample may be use-
ful to make the point

clear. When a woman
cooks rice in a pot,
she tests few grains to
infer whether all rice
in the pot is perfectly
cooked or not. She
has been doing it since
time immemorial till
the process has been
designated as ‘sam-
pling’ probably one
or two centuries ago.
The designation is to
suit to our apparently
structured functional
mind. To the woman,
the practice has no
name, and a name for
the practice has no
meaning as far as she
knows what she does
and why she does so.
This simple example is
cited to bring the point
home that all phe-
nomena, objects and
ideas can be perfectly
functional in a gen-
eral context without
reducing them to con-
cepts or theories. And
conceptualisation has
no meaning for com-
mon people; dictating
their behaviour within
conceptual advances
would mean disre-
spect to their ways
of life and homogeni-
sation of diversity in
thinking.

The idea of conceptu-
alisation has academic

relevance. The idea
without conceptu-
alisation is a truism

(self-evident, needs
evidence for explana-
tion). Undoubtedly,
the idea of man and
woman is a truism; re-
duction of it to a con-
ceptual frame would
attach a meaning to
it different from what
it conveys (it being a
truism) to ordinary
people and scholars
alike. When a truism is
reduced to a concept,
its perceptive narrows
down, for concepts
are based on some cri-
teria or assumptions.
The notion of forest,
for example, when is
conceptualised in a

resource frame, then
its comprehensive and
composite meaning of
trees, fruits and roots,
animals, ownership,
spirituality,  aesthet-
ics is reduced to mere
commodity.

Common people have
their own perception
having shaped through
beliefs and practices.
Will not imposition of
concepts and theories
on them in the name
of scientific temper
amount to a disrespect
to their life ways and
the rights they believe
in? Is the imposition
proper when they do
not understand and
have use of it? Is sci-
entific knowledge de-
veloped in universi-
ties, laboratories and
in formal ways is the
only knowledge to be
followed by the entire
humanity? What'’s
about the informal
system of knowledge
which has kept human-
ity survive before the
development of scien-
tific knowledge? Is not
imposition of concepts
or theories a tendency
to homogenise the di-
versity we celebrate,
particularly in India. It
should be mentioned
that the Constitution
of India is based on
diversity. Does ho-
mogenisation through
conceptualisation is a
respect for diversity
and the Constitution?
Cannot the problem of
LGBT group of human-
ity be attempted for a
solution  considering
them one of the cat-
egories in a nation of
diversity?
Conceptualisation s
an attempt at inter-
pretation on the basis
of assumptions. This
means there may be
other assumptions for
construction of dif-
ferent concepts and
interpretations. Even
an interpretation can
be reinterpreted with

more evidences and
knowledge or with ad-
justment of assump-
tions. However, the
attempt at conceptu-
alisation of the idea of
man and woman ques-
tions many established
traditions. As we
know, in reproduction
process combination
of XX genotype deter-
mines biological wom-
an and XY genotype
determines biological
man. The biological
reality is at the root of
the notion of man and
woman with socio-
cultural meaning. In
Christianity the char-
acter of Lilith (explicit
in Isaiah, 34:14 and im-
plied in Genesis, 2:22),
the first wife of Adam
epitomises the idea
of feminism. Creation
myth of Christianity,
Islam and Hinduism
underlies the belief
system, the astha of
each religious group.
In such belief system
the idea of man and
woman with regard to
the rule of marriage
and procreation is
well established. Any
further interpretation
will be appalling to the
ideas prevalent and
followed by millions.
Arguably this demands
for solution of the
problem without dis-
mantling the system
or creating known and
unknown problems for
future.

An idea is not abso-
lute as long as it is
derived from assump-
tions. But no idea is
absolute either. When
idea is a truism, it is
nearer to absolute
understanding  then
concepts which are
contextual construct.
Absoluteness of the
idea is confined to con-
ditions, but not to its
total perspective.

The demand for same
sex marriage has psy-
chiatrists’ support as
we read in newspa-

pers. A few psychia-
trists do not make the
opinion of all of its
kind. Is LGBT problem
a psychiatric one? In
fact the problem has
social, economic, po-
litical, legal and re-
ligious dimensions.
One may support the
cause as an individual,
but not as a profes-
sional whose expertise
stands out of context
as we understand the
problem from demand
for legalisation of same
sex marriage. Similarly,
another argument for-
warded in its support
and against lack con-
textual  significance.
Instances of legalisa-
tion of same sex mar-
riage in 55 countries
and non-legalisation in
sub-Indian  continent
cited to support or op-
pose the cause is not
a valid reason. The
logic that others have
done it or did not do
it should not guide our
context and influence
out decision making
process. The world
is not a place of few
countries and each and
every country has its
values, customs, goals,
hopes and aspirations.
Understandably, the
problem of LGBT shall
be considered on its
own merits in Indian
context, not on the
merit of borrowing in-
stances. Solution of a
problem should not be
the cause of birth of
other problems and an
imposition for others.
(Rajiv Gandhi
University, Rono
Hills, Doimukh,
Itanagar,Papum Pare
District,Arunachal
Pradesh-791112,
Email: mcbe-
heral959@gmail.
com;The views ex-
pressed by the author
are his own and in
no way the Editor be
held responsible for
the them—Editor.)
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