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Special on Babu Veer Kunwar Singh’s Victory Day 23 April

1857:The First War of Indian Independence “....it was uncommonly lucky for us that Coer Singh

And Babu Veer Kunwar Singh(1777-1858)

Dr.Dinesh
Narayan Verma
(Retd.Prof.)

Jharkhand Dekho/
desk: The National
Struggle of 1857 was
one of the biggest
armed challenges
to the British colo-
nial power in India.
It heavily and fatally
hammered to the very
foundation of admin-
istration of East India
Company and forced
British  Government
in  England to re-
place it with Crown
Administration in
India and made
Proclamation 1858
to satisfy Indians and
Native States. There
were many leaders
of the Struggle, most
of them died fighting
,captured and hanged
but Babu Kunwar
Singh of Jagdishpur of
the Shahabad District
,a leader and mili-
tary commander led
successfully armed
soldiers against the
troops of East India
Company during the
National Struggle of
1857 in Bihar and
its adjoining places.
He was nearly eighty
and in falling health
when he took com-
mand of the fight and

was actively assisted
by his brother Babu
Amar Singh and his
Commander-in Chief,
Hare Krishna Singh.
As he was a master of
guerrilla warfare, he
gave a good fight and
hurried British forces
for nearly a year and
remained invincible
until the end.

Babu Kunwar Singh
assumed command of
the soldiers who had
revolted at Danapuron
25 July 1857 and soon
occupied Arrah,the
District Headquarters.
But Major Vincent
Eyre on 3 August de-
feated Babu Kunwar
Singh’s forces and de-
stroyed  Jagdishpur.
In December 1857
Babu Kunwar Singh
left Jagdishpur and
reached Lucknow and
met with other lead-
ers of the Struggle. He
proceeded to Rewa,
Gwalior, Lucknow and
Kanpur to challenge
British forces. Though
he failed to enter Rewa
but continued to move
toward Kalpi with his
Commander Nishan
Singh. In  Gwalior
,Babu Kunwar joined
Nana Saheb Peshwa
II’s troops in the Siege
of Kanpur, but failed.
But in the field of
Attraulia ,he defeated
Colonel Mill  Mann
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while Colonel Dames
fled away the battle

field. Babu Kunwar
Singh also defeated
Lord Mark the so
called hero of Crimean

War  1854-1856 in
Europe. The British
Commander  Lugard

followed Kunwar Sing
about twelfth miles
but in a sudden at-
tack under his military
strategy Kunwar Singh
defeated Lugard while
many British military
officers and soldiers

were killed. In March
1858 Babu Kunwar
occupied  Azamgarh
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and successfully re-
pelled the British at-
tempts to reoccupy
it. Many British offi-
cials were sent against
him and he evacu-
ated the area imme-
diately and moved to-
wards Ghazipur. Babu
Kunwar Singh was
pursued by Brigadier
Doughlas who was
heavily repulsed by
Kunwar Singh near
Ghazipur and retreat-
ed towards his ances-
tral home in Arrah in
Bihar. When he was
crossing the Ganges
river near Shivpur

Ghat , one of the bul-
lets fired by Brigadier
Douglas shattered his
left wrist. Babu Kunwar
Singh drew his sword,
cut off his left hand
near the elbow and of-
fered it to the Ganges.
He defeated the force
led by Le Grand near
Jagdishpur on 23

Bruce Malleson Babu
Kunwar Singh was one
of the three Indian
leaders who “showed
any pretentions to
the character of a
strategist.”The other
two Indian leaders
were “Tantia Topi and
the Oudh Moulvi.” It is
significant to note that

April 1858.Though Babu Kunwar Singh
Babu Kunwar Singh was not only expert
was heavily injured in the art of guerrilla

but he fought bravely
and the troops un-
der the control of the

warfare but also was
the first Indian war-
rior after Shivaji, the

ly pointed out that
“Kunwar Singh was
undoubtedly one of
the greatest military
leaders of India during
this Movement, who
displayed wonderful
valour ,courage ,mili-
tary skill and strategy.
In spite of heavy odds
against him, and un-
wearied by the weight
of advanced age ,he re-
sisted foreign authori-
ty not only in Bihar but
also out side its area
with grim determina-

East India Company great Maratha Leader tion and vigour and
were completely (1627-1680) to prove got laurels of victory
routed. Captain Le the efficacity of the atseveral places.Toin-
Grand with his many warfare. Babu Kunwar spire a band of follow-
soldiers were killed Singh never cared ers to fight with him
in the battle. Babu about his old age or against the growing
Kunwar Singh brought falling health and strength of the British
down the Union Jack bravely led his soldiers power ,possessed
from Jagdishpur Fort, against the troops of various means of

hoisted his flag and
was made the king
and placed on throne
by the people of
Jagdishpur. This was
his last glorious victo-
ry over the Company’s
force as he died on 26
April 1858.S0 every
year 23 April is com-
memorated as “Vijay
Diwas”(Victory  Day
After his death, his
brother Amar Singh
continued the strug-
gle for a considerable
time and run a parallel
government in the dis-
trict of Shahabad.

According to George

of the Company. He
was one of the revo-
lutionary heroes of
the first war of Indian
Independence and
presently  popularly
known as Veer Kunwar
Singh. Admittedly
his dedication to the
country is highly in-
spiring. His battle lead-
ership, combat skills,
tactical maneuver and
military command etc.
military characteristics
have been applauded
and appreciated by
British and Indian his-
torians. Noted histo-
rian K. K. Datta right-

modern warfare, was
indeed a great task .A
consumate strategist
and a skilled warrior,
Kunwar Singh changed
the military tactics and
movements with great
celerity to suit vary-
ing circumstances and
often baffled the well
contrived plans of his
enemies to their ut-
ter bewilderment....A
man of enlightened
and liberal disposition,
a generous patron of
arts and crafts, a kind
and popular overlord,
Kunwar Singh was a
much admired and
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was not forty years younger.”—George Trevelyan

beloved hero of the
people. His brilliant
role in the movement
of 1857-59 duly es-
tablished his claim to
greatness as a wor-
thy son of this land of
ancient glories who
fought unmindful of
his own personal com-
forts and interests, for
its emancipation from
the colossus of British
might. His memory is
deservedly enshrined
in the hearts of his
countrymen and has
continued to be a
source of inspiration
to them in their fight
for national free-
dom through succes-
sive episodes. People
in different corners
of Shahabad and
other parts of Bihar
have remembered
his chivalric exploits
through numerous
ballads and folk lores.”
Historically Kunwar
Singh is regarded as
one of the greatest
heroes of the First
War Independence in
1857.

(The author Dr.Verma
is Founder Director of
Study and Research
Centre, Chandmari
Road, Uttarpalli
, Rampurhat-
731224(Birbhum)
West Bengal)
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