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HakKki-Pikkis , Animal Protection Acts and Nature of Exclusion

Jharkhand Dekho
desk: With the break
of civil war in Sudan,
an Indian tribe, called
Hakki Pikki, has come
to the notice of gener-
al public. It is doubtful,
what percentage of
elite section of people
knew them earlier. In a
country like India, so-
cio-ethnic diversity is
so vast that we do not
know majority of our
brethren. And people
from our kind are law
makers, bureaucrats,
and so on. With in-
complete knowledge
about the people of
the country, it is but
natural that the devel-
opment matrix takes
a lopsided position.
This is evident when
we face issues about
marginalised commu-
nities, their exclusion,
deprivation, poverty,
etc. in national devel-
opment process which
is apparently and al-
legedly titled towards
‘the  majority’. The
emerging situations of
marginalisation, exclu-
sion, etc. among other
things, are generally
attributed to mecha-
nistic or reductionistic
approaches to poli-
cies, regulations, strat-
egies and other inter-
ventions. This premise

ard Hakki-Pikkis from
Karnataka. Pinarayi
Vijayan, the CM of
Kerala also twitted an
appeal to the PMO
India @ Shri.naren-
dramodi PM, without
any tag to other min-
istries or ministers,
and apparently show-
ing his concern over
the Indian nationals
including Kerlalites
stuck in violence-torn
Sudan. He recognised
the steps taken by @
MEAIndia and @Eol_
Khartoum in his twit.
Siddaramaiah’s  twit
has political overtone;
he showed his concern
for the Hakki-Pikkis,
not for other Indians or
people from Karnataka
who are stuck there.
Appeasement to the

can be understood group is obvious in
with reference to vul- the election bound
nerability of the Hakki- Karnataka, for other

Pikkis, taken as repre-
sentative of such type
of communities in the
country.

Hikki-Pikki is a
Scheduled Tribe in
Karnataka who came

Karnataka people in
Sudan do not hold
the advantage of the
group support in elec-
tion like Hakki-Pikkis.
There has been politi-
cal reaction to his twit

to limelight during from the BJP. Politics
second week of April, apart, the issue is
2023 consequent crucial in that it inter-

upon the news of their
31 members getting
stranded in civil war-
torn Sudan. The news
carries their appeal
to the Government
of India for evacua-
tion, their suffering
due to running out
of food, efforts of the
Government towards
this direction and the
politics over the issue.
C. Siddaramaiah, for-
mer CM of Karnataka,
took advantage of the
situation to gain politi-
cal mileage in the com-
ing Assembly election

rogates our develop-
ment policy.

Hakki-Pikki is a semi-
nomadic hunter tribe
known for catch-
ing birds as a source
of livelihood. These
hunters claim them-
selves to be warrior
Kshatriyas and trace
their ancestry from
Rana Pratap Singh.
Having been defeat-
ed by the Mughals
they migrated to the
south and to their
present place of set-
tlement. They speak
a tongue known as

in the state. He twitted Vaagri, an admixture
an appeal to the PMO of Kannada, Telgu,
India @ narendramo- Tamil and Marathi
di,@HMOIndia,@ languages and they

MEAIndia and @
BSBommai urging
them immediate inter-
vention and safe evac-
uation of the 31 stand-

believe in Hinduism.
Their community iden-
tity is an exonym; hak-
ki in Kannada means
bird and pikki means

catchers. They are a
community with the
name that means bird
catchers.
they reflect a sense of
inclusion in pan-Indian
identity. But unfortu-
nately, in post-colonial
India they remained
at the periphery de-
spite integration with
national development
agenda and thus re-
flect a kind of exclu-
sion.

Hakki-Pikkis live in the
forests and their in-
teraction with the na-
ture taught them the
means of livelihood.
Primarily, they caught
birds and at the same
time gained knowl-
edge about plants and
their medicinal use.
During British rule
when they were crimi-

to be mentioned, be-
came a victim of acts

est during colonial pe-
riod and lacked policy
makers’ holistic un-
derstanding of Indian
reality in the develop-
ment model adopt-
ed from the west.
Development achieve-
ment has been envi-
sioned in this model

Recognition to tribal
system was not abso-

knowledge, Hakki-
Pikkis were able to
engage themselves in
traditional medicine
business that result-
ed in their travelling
to foreign countries.
Similarly, Waghri no-
madic community of
Gujarat have been

now involved in odd
jobs. But the impor-
tance of traditional
knowledge has not
lost it usability in our
time. Mention may
be made of two Irula
tribesmen from Tamil

Nadu, Vadivel Gopal
and Masi Sadayian
who were invited

to Florida to track
down and capture gi-
ant Burmese pythons
who became menace
to domestic and wild
animals. There tradi-
tional knowledge of
snake hunting was
a marvel in modern

and regulations which lute. technological world.
Evidently, mainly focused on Due to their nomadic Knowledge of Kani
government’s inter- nature and medicinal tribe of Western Ghats

in the use of a wild
herb for health invig-
oration is patented for
commercial manufac-
turing of Jeevani (an
invigorating tonic) by
Arya Vaidya Pharmacy.
In 1978, Romulus
Whitaker (a wildlife
conservationist) com-

in terms of macro successful recyclers of mercially used Irula’s
aggregates  through second hand clothes traditional knowl-
centralised push and in national and inter- edge by establishing
sectoral coverage. national markets. The a venom centre. The
Technically, aggregate British  Government Government has al-
is not the true indica- had used the no- lowed lIrulas to cap-

tor of evolution of hu-
man resource across
heterogeneous Indian
milieu. Obviously,
many communities
remained at the pe-

madic talent of Johari
tribe of Uttarakhand
by appointing Nain
Singh Rawat and Mani
Singh Rawat in the
Great Trigonometrical

ture snakes between
August and March for
the venom centre.
Ample possibilities are
there to turn tradition-
al skill into sustainable

nalised and their bird riphery or excluded in Survey. The success employment gener-
catching livelihood development process. of the survey is largely ating  opportunities.
suffered (because A simple question attributed to these What is important
they had to report arises. When there twolegendaryRawats. is to link traditional
the police regularly) are forest laws and Sadly, community spe- knowledge with de-

they raided fields of
farmers at the outskirt
of the forests. They
got the nick name of
Krishak Bandi (enemy
of farmers). But crime
was not a habit; raid-
ing the crops became
a survival
sion till they used their
plant and medicinal
knowledge for liveli-

Panchayat acts why
did specific act for
tribes in particular
become so crucial?
The reference is made
to Provisions of the
Panchayats (Extension
to Scheduled Areas

Dwellers (recognition

hood pursuit. This of Forest Rights Act,
knowledge helped 2006; shortly Forest
them to visit African Rights Act (FRA),

countries as tradi-
tional medicines have
high demand there. It
is cheap in comparison
to modern medicines
and treatment, and is
also believed to be ef-
fective in African coun-
tries. That is why they
travelled to Sudan.

In India, they sell mi-
nor forest products
like honey, fruits, roots
and herbs and do odd
jobs as agricultural
and forest labourers.
They are also engaged
in peripatetic black-
smith works. Their
livelihood source, it is

2006. Simple logic is
that the forest acts
or Panchayatiraj Acts
were general in nature
in which tribal needs,
aspirations and talents
were not included in a
right perspective. This
is further evident in
PESA Act in two ways.
First, earlier acts on
Panchayatiraj did not
reflect tribal needs.
Second, despite tradi-
tional village councils
of tribals, PESA aimed
at recognising tradi-
tional system of village
governance but within
its legal framework.

cific talent loses its
merit when develop-
ment focus is on quan-
titative achievement
in terms of macro ag-
gregates.

Tribes including tra-

ditional communities

Kalbeliyas of Rajasthan
used to travel from
door to door with
snakes in cane baskets.
A few decades ago
they have developed a
dance style popularly
known as Kalbeliya
dance after they lost
their traditional pro-
fession. The Kalandar
Muslim community of
Karnataka (now OBC)
traditionally pursued
the profession of mak-
ing bear dance for
public entertainment.
They used to sell bear
hairs and nails. The
Bedas (SC community)
of West Bengal also
have lost their tradi-
tional snake charming
profession. They are

velopment model and
to develop technology
having this knowledge
at the base.

During colonial pe-
riod, laws were made
to suit to colonial in-
terest. Forest acts and

compul-  (PESA) Act, 1996 and have greater adapt- criminal tribes acts
Scheduled Tribes ability against crisis. are examples in this
and other Forest The snake charmer regard. In fact most of

the laws were made to
serve colonial interests
directly or indirectly.
In post-colonial India
laws showed exclu-
sionary character due
to the nature of devel-
opment model which
believes in macro ag-
gregates. This notion
focused on majority
communities and cre-
ated growth centres
believing in their trick-
ling down effect. First
Five Year Plan focused
on industrial growth
and in its strategy tra-
ditional knowledge
had no place. A scru-
tiny of earlier policies
and acts would throw
light on peripheral or
exclusionary status

of small communi-
ties and absence of
their knowledge and
skill in development
process. In later days,
perspective changed.
Being a welfare state,
the government en-
acts special laws for
these small commu-
nities who are not
adequately  treated
through general devel-
opment interventions.
But still the situation
continues.

One of the reasons
could be lack of under-
standing of pan-Indian
characteristics, needs,
problems and aspira-
tions of heterogene-
ous communities by
politicians, policy mak-
ers, planners and bu-
reaucrats. Politicians
who know India better
have a comprehensive
thinking on the solu-
tion of national prob-
lem. The first genre
of politicians who
knew India better due
to their participation
in freedom struggle
had a grounded vi-
sion for the develop-
ment of the country.
Politicians, who inherit
‘political power baton’
without any first-hand
knowledge of the
country and people,
float on the surface
and become vulnera-
ble to fissiparous forc-
es and stupid advisers.
Their survival is the
only aim for them over
and above country’s
interest. Bureaucrats
also do not get time
to know people and
country before falling
into the trap of the
development model.
First-hand knowledge
of people, country
and experience from
different sources are
so vital to rule a king-
dom that the princes
of monarchical period
travelled even to far
off lands. Such an ex-
perience is essential
qualification to rule a
country like India.

Unfortunately, our
rulers - politicians,
bureaucrats and oth-
ers — do not have such
experience. That s
why rules and regula-
tions do not cover all
types of communi-
ties. Whether it is The
Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals Act 1960
(and its subsequent
amendments of 1998)
or Wild Life Protection
Act, 1972, there is no
concern for the peo-
ple who have been

traditionally depend-
ing on animals. Even a
section of media, ani-
mal lovers and activ-
ists, who are outside
watchers, depict the
people who depend
on animals as inhuman
and barbaric people.
Though ridiculous and
illogical, it is always
powerful outsiders
who decide the fortune
of weak communities.
Is not it strange? The
cruelty on animals,
mostly perceived, dis-
turbs these people than
the humans who are
pushed to the cruelty of
starvation by laws. It is
a general ethics found
among humans that
those who rear animals
and depend on them
take good care of them.
Rearing for meat is a dif-
ferent issue. No law or
activity shows so much
concern to stop butch-
ering of animals or rear-
ing animals for meat
than they show when
a community earns
through making bears
to dance or moneys to
play tricks or catching
birds. Perhaps, the law
should have considered
its impact on people’s
livelihood and the age
old traditional knowl-
edge that is an essential
part of human heritage.

Had the impact of
wild life protection on
Hakki-Pikkis been con-
sidered, perhaps they
would not have been
pushed out of their

traditional profession.
Had their nomadic tal-
ent and knowledge
about birds and me-
dicinal plants been
used in development
strategy, they would

not have suffered from
unemployment  prob-
lem. However, there
is a realisation about
partial nature of laws
and policies and its ex-
clusionary impact. Sab
ka sath and sab ka vikas
is a right perspective to
include all communities
in development pro-
cess. But the change
in perspective only is
not enough. It will yield
result if policies and
programmes bring in
material development
of all communities on
their respective cultur-
al bases for achieving
national development
goals. Though it is dif-
ficult to go ahead with
the mind-set we have
inherited from previ-
ous development per-
spectives, but it is not
impossible. .

(Rajiv Gandhi University, Rono Hills, Doimukh, Itanagar,Papum Pare District,Arunachal Pradesh-791112, Email: mcbeheral959@
gmail.com;The views expressed by the author are his own and in no way the Editor be held responsible for the them—Editor.)
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