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Action, Opinion, Public Confusion, Question and Expectation

Professor M.C.Behera is a noted social scientist of the country and also better known for his honest
and impartial discussion of issues of national importance. This is apparently evident from his views
noted and discussed in the paper. Professor Behera not only excelled as a senior most academician
but also as a marvellous commentator on current political issues hotly debated across India. -Editor

Jharkhand Dekho /
desk :There is nothing
political in this write up
while citing the names
and statements, but a
public anxiety towards
understanding the in-
anity of political logic
and expectation for
betterment.

Rahul Gandhi was
disqualified on 24th
March, 2003 from the
Parliament following
two year conviction by
Surat court on a defa-
mation case. There is
no evidence of legality
lapse. Unfortunately,
the Congress labels
fixation charge as the
first judge of the case

the title Gandhi of
Mahatma Gandhi. Is
it not betrayal of peo-
ple’s emotion and faith
while glorifying a title
which is similar but
with a different root?
Is it not aninsult to the
actual title? Is not it an
insult to the ancestor
whose title carries his
legacy but is used in
the context of a differ-
ent legacy?

On 26th March,2003
Priyanka Gandhi made
some statements.
She invoked Ram and
Pandavas as dynasts
to counter BIJP alle-
gation of dynastism
labelled against their

was transferred. Is family. The statement
transfer undemocrat- has more than one
ic? If a judge can be misleading  implica-
fixed, is it not a breach tions. Which family

in our system? If the
government can do
anything then why to
invoke democracy and
the Constitution when
any government can

she means, parental or
in-laws’? Is it not con-
fusion about India’s
tradition? Or s it a well
thought out design to
bring Vadra family into

be despotic? Rahul the fold of ‘Gandhi’
Gandhi claims: He in the way Ghandy is
is not Savarkar, but used for real Gandhi?
Gandhi, he will not Ram belonged to the
apologise. monarchical period

Savarkar had his of history. Is mon-
opinion and ideology. archy comparable
Democracy demands with democracy?

respect or opposition
to an ideology, not to
the person. Is not it ar-
rogance and undemo-
cratic practice to op-
pose the person? The
next question is about
the title Gandhi. Which
Gandhi? In no way he
is biologically or socio-
culturally related to
Mahatma Gandhi. His
grandfather was Feroz
Jehangir Ghandy who
changed the spelling
of Ghandy to Gandhi.
By changing the spell-

ing did he inherit
biological and socio-
cultural  recognition

of Mahatma Gandhi?
Then why to take pride
in a surname which
has no originality?
People attach emo-
tion and respect with

Nevertheless, being a
dynast Ram was dem-
ocrat in his action. It
is evident from his re-
spect to public opin-
ion and abandonment
of his wife. He did not
subdue public opin-
ion which he could
have done! How much
Pandavas carried the
legacy of dynasty can
be understood from
the history of Bharat
dynasty. Pandavas
and Kauravas did not
inherit dynasty rule
due to biological con-
nection with Bharat!
Moreover, they were
popular in the public.
The basis of their rule
was ‘dharma’, not the
monarchical power
bred despotism.

Further, she claimed:

e e———seecE,

in Hinduism there is
the tradition that the
public respond to arro-
gant leader. Absolutely
correct. She might
have got the example
from her parental fam-
ily when Indira Gandhi

lost election after
emergency. It was the
arrogance of Rahul

Gandhi that tore the
bill and insulted the
Prime Ministerin 2013.
He could not lead the
Congress to victory af-
ter that. Unfortunately,
she shifted the fam-
ily legacy to a differ-
ent point! Moreover,
her statement is self-
contradictory. If ‘peo-
ple respond’, and it is
inevitable in Hinduism,
then what is the need
of echoing it? Is it to
ensure herself that she
has faith in people? Or
does it mean that she
has no actual faith in
Hinduism and in peo-
ple’s wisdom so that
she wants to assure by
making the statement?
When one takes his
wallet several times
out of the pocket, rest
assured that the wallet
is empty.

N

She claimed her fam-
ily’s contributions
in nurturing democ-
racy in India. History
speaks otherwise.
Nehru became Prime
Minister despite ma-
jority support to Patel.
This apart there is logi-
cal aspect of it. Is con-
centration of power in
the family a mark of
nurturing democracy?
Concentration of pow-
er in a family genera-
tion after generation
is a characteristic of
dynastism, not democ-
racy. The tendency to
continue with power
through generations
in a family amounts
to denial of power to
others. It lacks a sense
of respect to equal
sharing of power that
stands at the root of
democracy.

Theoretically, all have
equal rights to politi-
cal power. Then why
others are at bay, and
why power remains in
a few families? Is it not
a sharp practice in the
name of democracy?
Is it not arrogance to
claim that the inter-
generational  power

concentration in a fam-
ily is the result of peo-
ple’s love for them?
If public loves a con-
temporary generation
then why to invoke
contributions of previ-
ous generations? Does
not the contemporary
generation have any-
thing worth in them so
that they take shelter
in the works of past
generations?  When
the family in question
has a legacy to cash
upon, others do not
have so. Invocation of
the past legacy is un-
democratic as it blurs
the present merit. The
contest, undoubtedly,
becomes unfair be-
tween one with bless-
ings of a legacy and
the other without it.

When a party is in op-
position it cries misuse
of ED, CBI and other
agencies for vendetta.
This is the normal sce-
nario in Indian poli-
tics. Can we take it for
granted that agencies
are misused by the

government? Then
the problem is not the
government, but the

weakness in the sys-

tem. lIronically, every
opposition blames the
government, but no
one tries to correct
the loopholes in the
system that makes the
government powerful
to misuse agencies.
Action against opposi-
tion by a government,
whatever may be the
intention, indicates
misuse of power and
involvement in cor-
ruption. That is why
a lay man wonders,
how come a poor man
becomes millionaire
once in power? Not
only the man, his fam-
ily members and rela-
tives also become mil-
lionaire. How?

Rahul Gandhi stated:
My Religion is Truth, a
declaration of Gandhiji.
Obviously, he proves
to be a Gandhian. But
Ganhiji also told: ‘I saw
that a man of truth
must also be a man
of care. This was the
first and last instance
of my carelessness
in school’. Is Rahul
Gandhi careful in his
use of tongue? He has
so many apologies in
the court to his credit
for wrong tongues. Is a
habitual careless man
an ardent follower of
Gandhiji? Is not it hy-
pocrisy?

Another statement is
made following the
disqualification. It
reads: They (the gov-
ernment) try to crush
those who raise ques-
tions. The disqualifica-
tion is linked to Rahul
Gandhi’s question on
Adani and PM Modi
relations. The disquali-
fication, as has been
stated earlier, fol-
lowed conviction ac-
cording to the law of
the country. The case
for his conviction was
old and came after
several court proceed-
ings. Could it be possi-
ble to convict a person
instantly by fixing a

date of hearing? Then
why not bring the
lapse in the working
of the court to public
domain to prove that
Rahul Gandhi was con-
victed due to his ques-
tion? Why creating
gossips and confusing
the public who believe
in their leaders, but
may not know work-
ing of the court. Is it
not misdirecting pub-
lic sentiment? Is not
it like creating a crisis
and using it to the ad-
vantage?

We find opposition
uniting against the
issue of conviction
and disqualification.
Many of these par-
ties did not accept
leadership of Rahul
Gandhi and no third
front could be formed.
Unfortunately, they
do not unite to cor-
rect the loopholes in
the system. Does it
mean that in the name
of supporting an al-
legation or convicted
person these parties
would create pressure
group to escape action
for their involvement
in corruption? It can-
not be ruled out, for
the parties who have
come together have
their members under
surveillance.  Except
fighting for a clear im-
age for themselves,
are not there any
other means to prove
that the government
is wrong? Does this
fight mean to sustain
the practice of cor-
ruption? What is the
picture of develop-
ment, national goal
and pride for these po-
litical parties that they
would present before
the public?

There is another
statement by Priyanka
Gandhi relating to the
public. It reads: Are
not they able to see
what is happening?
When people respond

to arrogance and one
has conviction, then
why this doubt? Why
should people see the
way one expects? s
not it arrogance and
undemocratic  when
one does not respect
the way people see?
Does one mean that
people are not sensi-
tive to happenings?

Rahul Gandhi’s state-

ment is contested.
Does it mean that
he is contested? He
claims that ‘he will

fight even outside the
Parliament’. He has
every right to fight as
an individual. Why
Congress is made the
platform? If Congress
fights why is this in-
dividual claim? Is it
not arrogance? It is a
known fact that indi-
vidual is not impor-
tant, but the idea is.
When individual s
epitomised above the
ideology, then democ-
racy dies under the
weight of arrogance. It
happened when it was
told that India is Indira
and Indira is India. Is
this the legacy Rahul
Gandhi inherits, for it
reflects clearly in his
statement ‘I will fight’?

Questions are un-
ending. But an end to
gossips, manipulation
of public sentiment,
contradictory and
irresponsible  state-
ments, and creation of
confusion is expected
from oppositions for
a better future of the
country. .

(Rajiv Gandhi
University, Rono
Hills, Doimukh,

Itanagar,Papum Pare
District,Arunachal
Pradesh-791112,
Email: mcbe-
heral959@gmail.
com;The views ex-
pressed by the author
are his own and in
no way the Editor be
held responsible for
the them—Editor.)
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