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Inauguration of New Parliament: Reading Opposition Mind

Professor M.C.Behera

Jharkhand Dekho
desk: India is a coun-
try of distinct social,
religious, language
and regional catego-
ries. But Indian civili-
sation is not a sum of
distinctiveness; it is an
evolution of contribu-
tions in the process of
interaction, adoption,
acculturation, assimi-
lation on one hand
and upholding distinc-
tiveness on the other.
This requires apprecia-
tion of Indian civilisa-
tion in distinctiveness
and perceiving a pano-
ramic vista across dis-
tinct categories. The
sense gives the idea of
pluralistic India. In re-
cent years, pluralistic
ideais perceived with
prominence given to
recognition of distinct
categories within a na-
tional territorial space,
while keeping aside
the idea of a shared-
whole evolved across
these categories since
long past. This divi-
sive sense is grossly
reflected on the occa-
sion of inauguration of
the New Parliament.

Being a common citi-
zen | am disturbed at
some political remarks
hurled on the occa-
sion of inauguration
of New Parliament
Building. If words re-
flect one’s mind then
what is in the mind
of our politicians who
lead people to serve
the nation? Boycott
of the inauguration
function amounts to
non-acceptance of
the New Parliament
House by some op-
position parties. The
coming session of the
Parliament as it is de-

clared by the ruling
party will be held in
the new house. Will
the opposing parties
attend the session?
The New Parliament
will house the depart-
ments which are run
in rented buildings for
which huge amount of
money are paid from
the exchequer as rent.
Is not it in the interest
of the nation? The old
building is a legacy of
colonial  administra-
tion. Is it not a patri-
otic feeling to cast off

colonial legacy one
by one after India be-
came free?

| do not know why
the President was not
invited or why inau-
guration was done by
the Prime Minister
and what is the norm
that is violated. The
President is the head
of legislature, execu-
tive, judiciary and
three army wings. s
there any convention
that all the buildings
will be inaugurated by
the head of the state?
If so extended old
Parliament  building
or library would have
been inaugurated by
the President. Is not
there any distinction
between head of the
government and head
of the state? Every
head has its functional
jurisdiction despite
being a part of a great-
er umbrella. Is not it
decentralised sense?
In Manipur, Tamil
Nadu and Bihar there
are instances of inau-
guration of assembly
buildings by different
persons other than the
Governor who holds
the same position and

status in the state like
the President for the
country. Ignoring this
convention and stress-
ing on the inaugura-
tion by the President is
nothing but evidently
a misguiding stint. In
a media it is suggested
that inauguration by
the PM is an insult to
the president as a per-
son and so the only
alternative is to re-
sign. Who feels insult,
the President or the
media person? What
low level of impres-
sion it leaves in the
public mind? Is this
the way a President
of the country shall
be advised to behave
by low wit persons? Is
not it demeaning the
greatness of the post
of President?

But the crux of the
problem is  more
appalling. Non-
inauguration by the
President is reasoned
out by some politi-
cians as disrespect
to adivasi and wom-
en. Is Her Excellency
the  President  of

women group or adi-

vasi peopel? Or s
Her Excellency the
President of the coun-
try of diverse social
and religious groups?
Such remarks expose
the littleness of politi-
cians who do not un-
derstand the essence
of a post. But the
problem is that there
are followers who be-
lieve in the words and
ideas of such politi-
cians. Such remarks
are not in the interest
of a pluralistic country
evolved from ancient
time.

Nitish  Kumar criti-
cises the inauguration
by the PM as an at-
tempt to change his-
tory. If history will not
change, then how can
new history be cre-
ated? Change is life.
Living with a humiliat-
ing past is like death.
With new history it
means that we are
alive. Is Nitish Kumar
ignorant about it? Or
does he want to lead
his people to a static
life without any pro-

gress?

Thereisadoubt about
the historicity of the
Sengol. What’s about
attestation by Vumiddi
Bangaru Chetty fam-
ily and Adheenan
seers who made
it? There is Sengol,
and it is a display in
Allahabad  Museum.
What is the history or
records available on
its make, placement
in the museum and
the purpose for which
it was made? Are not
these queries investi-
gated in history? What
was the history behind
Tamil inscriptions in
it and displaying it as
a walking stick? Are
there records to an-
swer such queries? In
the absence of records
can we disown the ex-
istence of the Sengol?
Oral narrative, if the
narrating person is a
witness or learnt the
event from one who
was the witness, is a
source of history re-
jecting the exclusive
claim of written or ar-
chaeological evidenc-
es as the only source.
Here is the authentica-
tion from the persons
who were involved
in the make and the
purpose for which it
was made. Will not
guestioning the his-
tory of Sengol amount
to questioning the
methods of historical
research? There is also
a doubt about the his-
toricity of transfer of
power in the absence
of records. Is there
any record how power
was transferred when
a new king, may be
the son, was formally
coronated and as-

sumed power? With
invasion and forceful
occupation of a king-
dom coronation was
not a normal ritual.
May be the practice
stopped with Muslim
invasions and colonial
occupations and con-
version of kingdoms
into protectorates.
To question the tradi-
tion by citing selective
limitations of history
is like questioning the
sunshine outside by
closing eyes or staying
in a closed room.

Jairam Ramesh, a stal-
wart politician and an
intellectual criticizes
the ceremony of hand-
ing over the Sengol
as a sign of return to
monarchy. Have we
discarded all the as-
pects of governance
of monarchical days
in democracy? Are not
people ruled by rulers,
though they are elect-
ed by the people? Is
not the protocol claim
about inauguration by
the President is status
guestion that also pre-
vailed during monar-
chy? In a democracy,
there is also a proce-
dure by which power
is transferred from the
old government to the
new government. This
transfer of power is
not unique to monar-
chy alone. It is stated
that Sengol was used
as a symbol of trans-
fer of power from the
British to the Indians.
Installation of Sengol
in the Parliament is
simply recognition to
that transfer. The oc-
casion does not mark
a transfer through in-
heritance or discard-
ing democratic system

of electing a govern-
ment

Swami Prasad
Maurya’s guestion
on the occasion of

inauguration is not
only ridiculous, illogi-
cal but also repulsive.
He questions why
Brahmins are from the
south. Why not priest
from all religious com-
munities? What is im-
portant for him is not
clear. When inaugura-
tion is objected what
does it mean how it is
done? There are some
persons who have
interest or are very
much attached with
something, though
they object to it. But
they cannot ignore its
absence in life. Such
persons watch the
object or event from a
distance and show dis-
gust of not having it by
criticising this or that
aspect.

A normal man con-
siders a Brahmin as
a Brahmin. It does
not matter the place
where the Brahmin
comes from if he is an
expert forthe purpose.
Divisive mind has no
stop. Such minds that
can divide between
south and north may
also seek divisions on
the basis of villages.
Regional division is not
a healthy sign for the
spirit of national inte-
gration when a quality
stands undifferentiat-
ed across the regions.
Such thinking is reflec-
tion of a low mental-
ity or ignorance and
such leaders are miles
away from under-
standing the idea of a
nation. The next ques-
tion is more queering.

Transfer of power and
rituals associated with
itin India is an intrinsic
characteristic of Hindu
tradition. Besides,
inauguration of a
house by performing
Vedic rituals, the be-
lief around it and use
of Vastu shastra rules
while building a house
are embodied in Hindu
tradition. How come
other priests are suit-
able for the purpose?
His argument is like re-
placing a tailor master
with a school master
or music master or ka-
rate master, for master
title goes with all of
them! The irony is that
these leaders claim to
lead people for their
progress and progress
of the nation. How can
they do so when they
see the country in di-
visions and propagate
divisive ideas?

How can a man be
qualified to be a pub-
lic leader for the bet-
terment of the nation
when he divides the
public into different
compartments? It is
time for the public
to fight against igno-
rance and low men-
tality of their leaders.
In a democracy, op-
position is a strong
force to prevent de-
railment of the gov-
ernment from public
interest. Who does
a work or who does
not may have proto-
col question but the
whole oppositions’ at-
tention on it does not
solve the problem of
the public. Does not
it indicate that op-
positions do not have
proper understanding
of public interest?.

(Rajiv Gandhi University, Rono Hills, Doimukh, Itanagar,Papum Pare District,Arunachal Pradesh-791112, Email: mcbeheral959@
gmail.com;The views expressed by the author are his own and in no way the Editor be held responsible for the them—Editor.)
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