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No Gandhi, Please!

Jharkhand dekho desk:

There is no doubt that India has the
potentiality of becoming the Visva
Guru. The world recognises the con-
tributions of great Indians from an-
cient time. Inrecent past, Gandhiji’s
non-violence mantra has become
a global craving to address crises.
Unfortunately, in India we take pride
in contributions of our ancestors, but
do not follow them. We take pride
in Aryabhatta, Bhaskaracharya,
Brahmagupta, Sushruta, Charaka,
Pingala, Panini and many others.
We hold Chanakya’s  magnums
the Arthashastra as a seminal treaty
on statecraft, economic policy and
military strategy. But we inherit
western system of education, fol-
low all its branches of knowledge,
promote them and practise them.
We do not try to excel or contrib-
ute following our knowledge sys-
tem except taking pride in the past.
What we had is not important, but
what we have is important in defin-
ing our identity. It will not be con-
founded to state that we believe in
idols (ancestors/persons for their
contributions) not in their ideals.
Even general acceptability of the
idols is being questioned owing to
critical evaluation of their ideals.
This is very much true in Indian
context. Idols have formal accept-
ance, but not their ideals. Ironically,
idols of recent past are owned by
or believed to belong to one or the
other community, group or particu-
lar ideology. Ambedkaraites pro-
ject Gandhi hostile to Dalit cause in
recent years. Even a few political
and terrorist outfits do not consider

Gandhi as the father of the nation.
Few parties take shelter behind him.
Sadly, his statues are vandalised in
different places and even by Indian
separatists in foreign countries.
When this is the emerging trend, it
is nothing but an insult to great per-
sons when we bring in their names
with some motive without follow-
ing their ideals.

None other than Mahatma Gandhi
can be a better example of our na-
ture of idol worship and ideal shed-
ding.

Gandhi in India was a person, is an
ideal and a ‘secular’ title. People
from different religions and castes
including people of left ideology
use Gandhi surname to project their
secular outlook or love for his ideol-
ogy. To take Gandhi’s surname is
one type of feeling, while follow-
ing his ideology is a different mat-
ter altogether. Gandhi believed in
simplicity and led a simple life. But
people of Gandhi surname neither
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follow his principle of simple living
nor shun accumulation of wealth.
Several of them have preference for
foreign brands contrary to Gandhian
ideology of self-sufficiency.

Gandhi believed in minimisation
principle which bears importance in
the area of ecological conservation.
Surviving persons of independence
era testify that central government
offices used an envelope three times
by pasting address on it. But the
contemporary national economy
unfortunately has embarked upon
the principle of ‘use and throw’ by
adopting aggregation as an index
of economic growth and develop-
ment.

Gandhi’s economic ideology is
based on ‘gram swaraj’, ‘sarvo-
daya’, ‘economy of permanence’,
‘minimisation of technology use’
and mobilisation of resources
mainly for local use.

Dignity of labour underlies the
production mode in Gandhian eco-
nomic ideology. Unfortunately, the
freebies culture has made people
lazy, dependent and consumerists.
The producer village is transform-
ing into a consumer hub. Wine cen-
tres have become part of village cul-
ture contrary to Gandhian ideology
of prohibition of drinks. The sense
of belonging to the community is a
tragedy of group conflicts after in-
troduction of party based elections
in PRIs. Gandhi’s dream of a strong
village community emerges slowly
and steadily as a dependent weak-
ling.

Production by the masses, not mass
production was his economic ide-
ology. So he held the view of less
industrialisation. But the present
model of national economy is based
on large scale, i.e. mass production,
industrialisation and use of sophisti-
cated technology.

Not only village, but the whole

social system moves away from
Gandhian ideology. Gandhi held
the ideals of communal harmony,
respect to women and worked to re-
move all the types of social evils. He
loved children, but these children
are sent to work in hazardous indus-
tries as child labour. Nobody can
deny that elections are fought in the
name of caste, community and reli-
gion in practice; though in principle
these considerations are against the
constitution and Gandhian ideol-
ogy. Deviation from Gandhian path
is evident in incidents of booth-cap-
turing, communal violence, terrorist
activities, tempting and intimidating
voters. Instances of involvement of
politicians, even some legislatures,
in corruption, mafia and terrorist
activities, accumulation of wealth,
murder, rape, incitation of caste
and communal violence are normal
news items these days.

Gandhi believed in religious (dhar-
ma) based politics. He did not distin-
guish between dharma and politics.
To him both are complementary to
each other. In his ideological frame
all religions are equal. He consid-
ers untouchability as a social evil
drawing on the ancient religious
precepts. Ironically, after enshrin-
ing secular ideal in the Constitution
in 1976, India witnesses communal
violence.

The present trend shows that
Gandhi’s ideals have not been fol-
lowed honestly in Independent
India. The Congress party boasts
as followers of Gandhi, but it was
Nehru who favoured large scale
industries in place of Gandhian
model of village industries. Gandhi
had suggested dissolution of the
Congress as its objective of forma-
tion was over after India attained
freedom. But this did not happen.
The Congress tag became a brand
name for the politicians to take
advantage of voters’ emotional at-
tachment with it. Ironically, the
Congress after independence has
been divided into many groups;
Nehru’s daughter’s line however
claims to be the original Congress.
They take pride of participation in
freedom movement and thus show-
ing their importance in Independent
India. The contributions of com-
mon men and other leaders suffer
from an inglorious exist.

It is to be remembered that Gandhi
did not encourage his children to
enter into politics. He did not pro-
mote a hereditary system of politi-
cians in his family. He was a true
democrat. But unfortunately, a he-
reditary system of dynastic rule has
emerged as a crucial feature in our

democracy. Not only politicians,
common people also are far away
from his ideals. He preached for
the dignity of women. But rape and
murder of women happen in our so-
ciety despite stringent laws against
the crime. He emphasised on the
importance of mother tongue and
national language. However, it is
not difficult to find parents taking
pride when children speak a mar-
ket or powerful language. At home
most of the parents don’t teach or
communicate with their children
in mother tongue as if it is some-
thing ignoble, though they fight for
preservation language and culture.
What an irony! Sadly, India has not
agreed upon a national language
yet, and language politics give rise
to a host of protest movements in
different fields. But our lips do not
get tired of invoking the name of
Gandhi as Father of the Nation and
taking pride to introduce ourselves
to foreigners that we are from the
Land of Gandhi!

Gandhi is an idea. Gandhi lives if
his ideas live. Remembering Gandhi
without following his ideas is like
organising a ‘ritual killing’ for the
benefit of the performer. To know
Gandhi, one has to live up to his ide-
als. His ideals are so lofty that most
of his followers during his time even
could not understand. That is why
independent India deviated from his
ideals and has been a victim of the
evils of borrowed ideas. He has been
a controversial figure in the country.
Some remember him for political
gain, some abuse him for not receiv-
ing the expected gain, and some oth-
ers blame him for his failures. One
thing is certain that Gandhi lived his
time, did his best and people of that
time acknowledged it and followed
him. Nobody, even not God, can
fulfil desires of all people. Greatest
good of the greater majority by a
person is the greatest contribution.
Gandhi did it, and we failed him as
we could not inherit his ideals. So,
at this juncture, it is not wise to in-
voke his name for selfish interests,
exploit people’s sentiment, create
controversy and insult his great-
ness. Gandhi can be respected by
saying no to Gandhi by those who
do not follow his ideals. Let him
live in them who follow his ideas
and ideology in true spirit. (Rajiv
Gandhi University, Rono Hills,
Doimukh, Itanagar,Papum Pare
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